
  
INVOCATION  

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ One God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.   C: Amen 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  C:  Amen   
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

(Silence for self-reflection and examination) 
 
P:  Most merciful God, C:   we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen  
 
 PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS   C. Amen   
 
GATHERING SONG “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus"  

 
GREETING   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY       P. Let us pray, Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for 
your only Son. By His coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed lights on our path 
through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen 
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WORSHIP SONG  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” v. 1 & 3  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS    FIRST LESSON       
R. The first lesson is from the book of Isaiah 11:1-10:   

1Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot—yes, a new Branch 
bearing fruit from the old root.2 And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD. 3 He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will not judge by 
appearance nor make a decision based on hearsay. 4 He will give justice to the poor and 
make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his word, and 
one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. 5 He will wear righteousness like a 
belt and truth like an undergarment. 6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live 
together; the leopard will lie down with the baby goat. The calf and the yearling will be 
safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all. 7 The cow will graze near the bear. 
The cub and the calf will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like a cow. 8 The baby 
will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of 
deadly snakes without harm. 9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for 
as the waters fill the sea, so the earth will be filled with people who know the LORD. 10 In 
that day the heir to David’s throne  will be a banner of salvation to all the world. The 
nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives will be a glorious place.  (NLT) 

R. This is the word of the Lord   C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM   R. The responsive Psalm is Psalm 72: 1-7,18-19: 
R. 1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 
C.2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 
R.3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 
C.4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children 
of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 
R.5 May they fear you while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations! 
C.6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth! 
R.7 In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
C.18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
R.19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! 
Amen and Amen! (ESV) 

R. Here ends the Responsive Psalm. Please rise as you are able for the reading of the 
gospel 
 
GOSPEL LESSON  (please rise as you are able) 
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 3:1-12    C. Glory to you, O Lord  



 1In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began 
preaching. His message was, 2 “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near.” 3 The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he said, “He is a 
voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the LORD’s coming! Clear the road 
for him!’” 4 John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt 
around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey. 5 People from Jerusalem and 
from all of Judea and all over the Jordan Valley went out to see and hear John. 6 And 
when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw 
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to watch him baptize,[c] he denounced them. 
“You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee the coming 
wrath? 8 Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to 
God. 9 Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ 
That means nothing, for I tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very 
stones. 10 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the 
trees. Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and 
thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize with[d] water those who repent of their sins and turn to 
God. But someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m 
not worthy even to be his slave and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 12 He is ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his 
winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the threshing area, gathering the wheat into his 
barn but burning the chaff with never-ending fire.” (NLT)   
P. This is the Gospel of the Lord. C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE      
 
SERMON SONG  “Kum Ba Yah” 
 
MESSAGE       Pastor Brandon Scroggins   

NICENE CREED    
I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23176c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23180d


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.            Amen. 
 
SHARE THE PEACE  
P. May peace of the Lord be with you always,  C. And also with you 
 (Congregation is invited to greet others while remaining in their seat) 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING     ”DOXOLOGY”   (please rise as you are able)    
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER:  
 P: Merciful Father, C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – 
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   (please remain standing as you are able) 
Following general prayers, you are encouraged to share other prayer concerns out loud. 

Please close your prayer concern with “Lord in your mercy”. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
P. The Lord be with you. C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right and salutary…….we praise your name and join their unending 
proclamation:  
                             C. (singing)   Holy, holy, holy,     
                                      My heart, my heart adores You! 
                                     My heart is glad to say, the words: You are holy, Lord! 
 
Words of the Institution, Lord’s Prayer  

 
(Please be seated during distribution of communion) 

 
We practice open Communion here at Living Word. If you believe and are baptized, 

we invite you to participate. Communion wine is WHITE, juice is RED. Gluten free wafers 
are available upon request. Please bring young children to receive a blessing. 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING  (please rise as you are able) 

 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord”  
  Thank the Lord and sing His praise. Tell everyone what He has done. 



          Let everyone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
  He recalls his promises and leads His people forth in joy 
          With shouts of thanksgiving, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS     BENEDICTION   
 
SENDING SONG “Joy To the World” 

 
P. Go in peace. God’s Word has been fulfilled!   C. Thanks be to God! 

 
God Bless You! See you next week. Joining Jesus on His Mission! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

12/4/22 Reader: Rosie Freeman 
Communion Assist/SET UP: Rosie Freeman 
Communion Assist/Serve: Donna Ferguson 
Fellowship Treats: Rosie Freeman 

12/11/22 Reader: Geri Sherlock 
Communion Assist/SET UP: Alice Jensen 
Communion Assist/Serve: Bev Valentine 
Fellowship Treats: Sandy Iverson 

 

 

COMING UP: 

• December 4-Pastor Brandon’s Bible Class-Romans 15: 4-13 SECOND 
SUNDAY OF ADVENT WORSHIP 10 am 

• Dec. 6-Council Meeting @ church 5:30 

• Dec. 7, 14, 21-Men’s Bible Study and Fellowship 9 am @ church 

• Dec. 7, 14, 21- Midweek Advent Devotions, noon, 6 PM @ church 

• Dec. 11-Pastor Brandon’s Bible Class 9 am-James 5:7-10                
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT WORSHIP 10 am 

• Dec. 11-Adult Christmas Party, potluck & gift exchange 4 pm @ church 

 

Kum Ba Yah (Come By Here) 
1-Come by here my Lord kum ba yah 
Come by here my Lord kum ba yah 
Come by here my Lord kum ba yah 
Oh Lord kum ba yah 
 
 
 

2-Someone's singing Lord kum ba yah 
Someone's singing Lord kum ba yah 
Someone's singing Lord kum ba yah 
Oh Lord kum ba yah 
 
 
CCLI Song # 3905142 Hart Morris © Words: Public Domain  
Music: 2002 Choristers Guild CCLI License # 11075449 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  
Come Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
 
Joy to those who long to see thee 
 Dayspring from on high appear 
Come Thou promise brought of Jesse  
Of Thy birth we long to hear  
O’er the hills the angels singing  
New glad tidings of a birth 
Go to Him your praises bringing,  
Christ the Lord has come to earth! 
 
Come to earth to taste our sadness  
He whose glories knew no end 
By His life He brings us gladness  
Our redeemer, shepherd, friend 
Leaving riches without number  
Born within a cattle stall  
This the everlasting wonder  
Christ was born the Lord of all 
 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 

CCLI Song # 31999 Charles Wesley | Rowland 
Hugh Prichard © Words: Public Domain Music: 
Public Domain  CCLI License # 11075449 

 

 
O Come O Come Emmanuel  
O come, O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
 Chorus Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel 
 Shall come to thee O Israel 
O come, strong branch of Jesse free 
Your own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of hell your people save 
And give them victory o’er the grave 
 Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 31982 John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore © Words: 
Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 11075449 

 

 

Joy To the World  
Joy to the world the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found 
Far as far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
 
CCLI Song # 24016 George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts © Words: 
Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 11075449 

 


