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 It’s one of the 
most common phrases 
Christians blurt out in 
response to a friend or 
family member’s hard-
ships—but how often do 
we actually follow 
through? “I’m praying 
for you” has almost be-
come a colloquial cliché 
as commonplace as the 
“How are you?” we say 
to passing colleagues in 
the hallway and the “I’m 
sorry for your loss” we 
offer to hurting friends at 
a funeral. 

 The difference, 
however, is that the latter 
two phrases do not re-
quire action, whereas 
“I’m praying for you” 
does. So often, I believe 
we fail to follow up on 
this promise to pray be-
cause we are not 
equipped with the 
knowledge of how we 
are supposed to pray. 
 
 As believers 
who desire to live with 
intention and purpose, 

it’s important that we 
learn how to pray well, 
both for our own person-
al good and on behalf of 
our fellow brothers and 
sisters. So who better to 
look to as an example 
than our own Lord and 
Savior Jesus, who set the 
gold standard for praying 
to God boldly, believing-
ly, and fervently in the 
face of a wide array of 
afflictions. 
  

Here are some Bible 
verses that reflect on 
how our Savior prayed 
and teach us how God 
commanded us to pray 
both in our daily walks 
and in response hard-
ship:  

Mark 1:35 
“Very early in the morning 
while it was still dark, Jesus 
got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place 

where he prayed.” 
 
 

James 1:6                     
“But when you ask, you 
must believe and not 
doubt, because the one 
who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea, blown 
and tossed by the wind.” 

Mark 11:24         
“Therefore I tell you, 
whatever you ask for in 
prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it 
will be yours” 

Ephesians 6:18           
“And pray in the spirit 
on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and re-
quests. With this in 
mind, be alert and al-
ways keep on praying for 
all the Lord’s people.” 

 

 

Adapted from a Connecting 
the Dots internet devotion  
12/31/20 

“This is the confidence we have approaching God: that if we ask for anything accord-

ing to his will, he hears us.”  1 John 5:14 

 
Dear God, please teach us to pray boldly and believingly in accordance with your will. 

Help us to pray with the fervent spirit that our Savior did. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_05df795ff38d601c51a19e488f55ff7bba94d9c4/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_b0a5762e3a498db9b2246bd2f37ee100a50c67b0/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_27b2f5b167bbe2fd56d6ad10a31b9849bfcdffe2/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_421e1fc376648a64d31f7c46e8f77dad34d50c5d/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_421e1fc376648a64d31f7c46e8f77dad34d50c5d/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_eb46018f4e2de06ca53fc522f2e18b1e85285b25/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_e105bacba4228a3546857c763fdea7ce4a3102a0/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f
https://links.faithit.com/a/256/click/9229986/742113329/_e105bacba4228a3546857c763fdea7ce4a3102a0/518217869dd89c664642cd2d11cc1d73ff180a8f


 

2/7 1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Psalm 

147:1-11, Mark 1: 29-39 

2/14 2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Psalm 

50:1-6, Mark 9:2-9 

2/17 ASH WEDNESDAY Isaiah 

58:5-9, Psalm 51, Matthew 6:14-24 

2/21 1 Peter 3:18-22, Psalm 25:1-

10, Mark 1:9-15 

2/28 Romans 4:13-25, Psalm 22:23

-31, Mark 8:31-38 

February Scriptures                           Prayer Requests 
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For continuing comfort and healing 

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Pat Bing-

ham, Vern Parsons,  Char and Dale 

Matheny, Barbara McCord,  Carol Wostal, 

Nick Nichols, Cherie Bourlier, Karen 

Shaffer, Andrew Johnson, Mary Geihsler  

 

If you know of someone who should 

be included in the monthly ongoing prayer 

list, or you yourself would like to be includ-

ed, please contact Pastor Michael (509-710-

3283).    

   

 

 

   One of my favorite activities on behalf of our church is the monthly fellowship and business 
meeting of the Kingman Evangelical Ministerial Association (KEMA).  The mutual support and 
sharing among the pastors is always a “shot in the arm” to me.  Our topic of discussion this 
month was “What will the church “look like” post-pandemic”?  To be sure it will not be busi-
ness as usual.  We’ve all been forced (speaking for myself as a techno-dinosaur) to get our 
churches on-line – and that is a good thing that will not stop, only increase for us and others.  
There has been, and will continue to be, a clear shift to small group ministries in all forms 
(house churches, home Bible studies, small fellowship groups, support groups, etc.).  I believe 
The Church is in for exciting times ahead – including increased persecution, but, as always, 
God will be there to give us new ways to cope and even grow.  Reread Acts chapter 2!!  Then 
take a moment to look at all the churches in the Miner Church Directory, pick out one or two 

and pray for God’s blessings on their pastor and all that they do in the name of the Lord.  Better yet, give the churches 

you select a call and just tell them you are praying for them!                             Pastor Michael 

February Special Worship Events 

 

Feb. 7 Pastor Brandon Scroggins worships with us 

Feb 14  Transfiguration of our Lord 

Feb 17 ASH WEDNESDAY-worship with us at 7 PM 

Imposition of Ashes 

Devotional Meditation 

Communion 

Feb 21  First Sunday  

              of Lent 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS THE BEST WAY TO BEGIN THE-
LENTEN SEASON 

 

 Ash Wednesday, a day of prayer and fasting, 
marks the beginning of Lent. The ancient practice of Ash 
Wednesday reminds us that we are mortal. It causes us to 
pause and look at our lives– remember what we are 
made of, remember where we are going- and encourages 
us to fully immerse ourselves in the Lenten season. Plan 
to join us for worship on February 17, at  7 PM as we 
begin our Lenten journey on the way to Easter.  
 In past years, we have observed Lent by gathering 
for midweek devotions to help us prepare for Holy Week 
and Easter. Church Council will be meeting Feb. 15 and 
discuss options for midweek devotions in view of the cur-
rent COVID pandemic. 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION! 



 

Feb. 7  Greg Jensen 

 

Feb. 18 Nick Nichols 

 

 

 

No February Anniversaries 

February Celebrations 
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION! 

Dear Small Group Hosts and      

Members,   

 As you know, the pandem-
ic is still active. Let’s pray immun-
izations are rolled-out quickly and 
no one else comes down with this 
nasty virus.   

 Council, Pastor, and I have 
strongly suggested delaying our 
Small Group meetings through 
February while the pandemic is  

 

still a concern. However, if a Small 
Group decides to meet anyway or 
finds a way to meet that works 
with social distancing while wear-
ing masks, please be sure to let 
either Pastor or me know.   

 With the social aspects of 
church temporarily set aside, the 
reason we gather hasn’t changed. 
Small Group hosts and members 
are encouraged to use this as an 
opportunity, as individuals, to 
deepen their relationship with 
Christ. There are some old-
fashioned things that will never be 
outdated like opening and reading 
your Bible.   

    

    
 I’m confident Council and 
the congregation are grateful for 
the host’s work and patience dur-
ing such uncertain times.  

 If you have questions about 
anything pertaining to leading or 
joining a Small Group, please 
reach out to Pastor Michael or my-
self. We’re praying life will return 
to normal soon.  

  

God bless you now and always,  

Pat Toth 

Small Group Coordinator 

  

 In keeping with the cancel-
lation of group meetings due to 
the pandemic, we will not have a 
February meeting for the Women 
of the Word (WOW) group.  Stay 
tuned to see if we can reschedule 
in March to try out the new for-
mat (women's Bible Study, fol-
lowed by WOW potluck & 
meeting) we had planned for Feb-
ruary. 

  In January, we had a cou-
ple of WOW activities supported 

by WOW members.  Thanks to  
Eileen Pressler & Pat Toth for vol-
unteering for the "Sanctity of Life 
Walk" and Pam Burgett, Rosie 
Freeman, Alice Jensen and Eileen 
Pressler for assisting with the re-
freshment time after the 
"Celebration of Life for Donna 
Kowalske".  Also, a big thank you 
to the LWLC guys Greg Jensen, 
Todd Ormsby, Bob Pressler and 
Richard Prather for their help with 
the Celebration of Life service.   

WOW UPDATE! 



Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary  12/3/2020 and 12/27/2020 
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Pastor Michael Birnbaum, Vice-President 
Bob Pressler, Mission Coordinator Rosie 
Freeman & Secretary Sharon Peterson.  
Excused: Pastor Assistant Eileen Pressler 
& President Ken Bourlier 
 
Pastor opened with prayer.  November 
Meeting minutes approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report:  Will be taking a Wednes-
day (Dec 16) off instead of a Sunday, to 
complete Sundays off for 2020.  I’ll set up 
the materials for the Advent service and 
discussion. Will be taking January 3 off as 
first Sunday off in 2021.  Will be out of 
town Dec. 28 to Jan 8.  Pastor Korhonen 
will be here Dec 13.  I’ll be out of town 
Dec. 6 (after church) to Dec 9 (returning in 
time for Advent worship) and Dec 14-19.  
Asked Rosie if we could schedule a 
Thrivent “Estate Planning” seminar and 
“What is Thrivent” seminar to up our 
Thrivent “giving” this Spring.   
Pastor Assistant:  Bob & Pastor presented 
Eileen Pressler’s report  Compensated 
Pastors Sundays off:  1/19/20, 2/16/20, 
6/14/20, 7/26/20, 11/22/20 & Wednes-
day 12/16/20 as the 6th Sunday.  Antici-
pate 1st Sunday of 2021 off, 1/3/2021.  
Planning for AFLC Presidents visit for 
12/13. Rosie will ask if WOW could supply 
cookies after worship.  Reviewed the year 
end giving letter.  Council approved send-

ing this out.   Numbered envelopes to 
pass out during Advent, Council approved.  
Review of Pastor Michael’s contract and 
talked about some options.   
Vice President-Financial Report:  Bob 
Pressler All reports approved. 
Mission Coordinator: Rosie Freeman   
Sandy from Root has not gotten back with 
Rosie. Not sure if they are open at all dur-
ing this time.  Due to Covid we are still not 
doing any special projects. We did do 9 
Thanksgiving food baskets and we are 
planning to do Christmas Baskets (Ham). 
Pastor recommended that we suspend 
Root Donation for now until Rosie can 
confirm their status.  Council approved.   
Old Business:  Media Team – we did meet 
with Brandon while he was here and we 
are waiting for his report.   
New Business: Annual reports are due.  
Council positions open for Election:  Vice-
President & Mission Coordinator.   
 Council discussed our planned social 
events, Christmas party, Soup/Supper 
before advent services. Council decided 
that all social events be suspended at this 
time.  Pastor will get an email ready to be 
for distribution.  We will space the chairs 
further apart and encourage use of masks.   
 
Meeting was closed with Lord’s Prayer.    
 

SPECIAL MEETING 12/27/2020 
Pastor Michael Birnbaum, Pastor Assistant 
Eileen Pressler, Vice-President Bob Press-
ler, Mission Coordinator Rosie Freeman & 
Secretary Sharon Peterson.  Excused: 
President Ken Bourlier 
Pastor opened with prayer.  
 
Due to President Ken Bourlier’s health 
issues he will not be able to complete his 
term as President. Motion was made to 
move Vice-President, Bob Pressler to Pres-
ident for the balance of Ken’s term of 
office.  Council approved unanimously.   
 
Review was done of 2021 budget.   
 
Item to be added to the Annual Meeting 
Agenda:  AFLC affiliation. Annual Reports 
are due to Eileen as soon as possible.   
Change in Annual meeting from January 
24, 2021 to January 31, 2021.  
 
Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer.    
 
Respectfully submitted by Sharon Peter-
son, Secretary 

 

 

                             

All ages represented in Sanctity of Life walk on 1/17/21 

Even our pets support Sanctity of Life! 



 

Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 

Facebook Living Word 

 

Lenten Discipline? 


