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July Devotion-

Astounding Freedom!
What comes to
mind when we think of Independence Day?
For many of us, the
Fourth of July serves as a
day to watch fireworks,
barbeque and have a good
time with friends and family. While there is nothing
wrong with having these
traditions, it is important to
remember the reason behind why we celebrate this
holiday.
Samuel Adams, the
father of the American Revolution, was bold in proclaiming his faith. To him,
signing the Declaration of
Independence meant no
longer submitting to Great
Britain, but rather, submitting to the Lord (Crowe,
2008). As a result, America
would be free from the
power of man and able to
serve Christ. What a significant day in history!
It is important to
remember what our duties

are as Christians. We are
called to serve Christ and
Christ alone, and it is such a
blessing that we can live in
a country where we have
the freedom to do so.
American liberty is
a blessing from God. Because of our freedom, we
can express our faith and
boldly share it with others.
It is important to recognize
that in many other parts of
the world, this is not the
case. The cost of following
Christ is much greater for
our brothers and sisters
across the globe.
Ephesians 3:12
celebrates another kind of
freedom, a freedom that is
even more amazing than the
freedoms guaranteed by the
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
"In [Christ] and through
faith in him we may approach God with freedom
and confidence."

The Greek word
translated here as freedom
refers to "freedom of
speech" (parresia, with a
literal meaning of "all
speech"). The word translated as "approach" suggests authorization to draw
near to a king. The Greek
original of Ephesians 3:12
says that we can be confident in our "freedom of
speech" and "authorization
to approach" God.
In Christ, we have
the freedom to draw near to
God, to tell God anything
we wish, without holding
back. We can express to
God not only our joys but
also our sorrows, not only
our assurance but also our
doubt, not only our pleasure
but also our anger. This is
an astounding freedom!

We pray: Gracious God, we thank You for the freedom You have given us as citizens
of the United States. We recognize the costliness of our political freedom in any country for many who have sacrificed their lives to defend it. We recognize that, ultimately, this freedom is a gift from You, a gift that we should steward well. Help us to
make good use of our freedom, and to use it for good.
We also thank You for an even more amazing freedom, the freedom we have
to approach You in prayer, to tell You everything on our minds and hearts, to come
before You in confidence, without fear. What a wonderful gift! May we never take it
for granted and may we take advantage of this freedom each day. Amen.
Devotion adapted from a 2016 article by Lauren Abraham published by Grand Canyon University
and 2013 article by Mark D. Roberts published by The High Calling website.
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July Scriptures

Prayer Requests
For continuing comfort and healing

7/4 2 Cor.8:1-9, 13-14, Psalm 30, Mark
6:1-13

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Pat Bing-

7/11 1 Cor. 12:12-27, Psalm 85:8-13,
Luke 15: 11-32

Matheny, Carol Wostal, Nick Nichols,

7/18 Ephesians 2: 11-22, Psalm 23,
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
7/25 Ephesians 3: 14-21, Psalm 145: 10
-18, John 6: 1-21

ham, Vern Parsons, Char and Dale
Andrew Johnson, David Scroggins
If you know of someone who should
be included in the monthly ongoing prayer
list, or you yourself would like to be included, please contact Pastor Michael (509-7103283).

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
In most of St. Paul’s epistles (letters to churches) he almost always included, at
some point in the text, a big THANKSGIVING for the people he was writing to and their
examples of faith as well as all the ways they had been a blessing to him. I’m a looooong
way from being a St. Paul, but I also must close my time with you with a huge “THANK
YOU”! Again, borrowing from St. Paul, you have been great “partners in the Gospel”.
God used us, in the best sense of that word, to bring growth and stability to Living Word.
You are now launching out into a whole new future, growing from a parttime church/
pastoral ministry to being a fulltime church/pastoral ministry. I look forward to hearing
all the cool things that will be happening under Pastor Scroggins’ partnership with you all.
I also want to publicly thank the Kingman Evangelical Ministerial Association
(KEMA) for their warm “sending off” at the June luncheon, especially the group laying of
hands blessing! I am pleased that Pastor Scroggins is committed to maintaining Living Word’s partnership with
KEMA.
One more time: “May the Lord bless and keep each and every one of you”!!!!!

Pastor Michael

You are invited!
Ordain: to invest officially with ministerial authority
Join us on July 11 for joyful worship as we ordain and install Pastor
Brandon Scroggins as the first full time Pastor of Living Word Lutheran Church.
Ordination and installation will be performed by Pastor Michael Birnbaum.

The service will be followed by a special “Thanksgiving Dinner” as we
bid farewell to Pastor Michael who looks forward to beginning his retirement. Council will
provide turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes,
gravy and ham as a good start for our Thanksgiving Dinner! You are invited to
bring your favorite pot luck dish to help round out our menu as we celebrate this
special event.
We have so much to give thanks for: God used Pastor Michael to bring us
from a parttime/mission ministry to a fulltime ministry and now is blessing us with
our first fulltime pastor, Pastor Brandon. We welcome Pastor Brandon who brings
July 11, 2021
his young family along with lots of enthusiasm, to grow us to the next step!
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION!
At the June meeting W.O.W. members
met at Floyds Co. for lunch. The upcoming luncheon for the KEMA group on July
29th and the ongoing Biblical Citizenship
classes throughout the month of June were
discussed. After the meeting some of the
ladies enjoyed seeing the Art Hub quilt
show and art display and shopping in the
downtown area.
WOW in many ways!!
Living Word has a lot of activities and
events going on in July. Consequently,

Each Small Group is reacting in their own
way to their member’s vacation plans, the
transition of pastors, Biblical Citizenship
classes, and the many activities that have
happened, or are being planned, during
this long, hot summer.
The Men’s Fellowship Bible Study and
Breakfast group is going strong. The host,

the W.O.W. (Women Of the Word)
meeting, which would be on July 12th, is
cancelled due to Vacation Bible School at
Living Word the same day. Many of the
WOW members are involved. Our WOW
members will be busy supporting the
church in many ways during the month so
we are not rescheduling for the July meeting.
The church yard sale will be
coming up in late September or early Oc- the yard sale and other W.O.W. projects
tober so we have a W.O.W. planning
for the remainder of the year. Stay tuned
meeting at the church on August 14th for for details!!
Greg Jensen, welcomes every man who is
able to participate in study, light work,
breakfast, and Christian fellowship.

studying “The Really Bad Girls of the Bible.” Beginning Saturday, July 3, they will
be meeting every 1st and 3rd Saturday
morning every month.

The “Working Women’s Evening Bible
Study,” hosted by Beverly Valentine, did
not meet during June so its’ members
could attend the Biblical Citizenship classes. They will begin studying Max Lucado’s book, “Ten Women of the Bible”
starting July 22nd.

All Small Groups are open to new members! The times and locations for each are
listed on the charts posted in the kitchen
and on the board in the hall outside of the
kitchen.

The Saturday morning Women’s Bible
Study group, hosted by Rosie Freeman, is

or Pastor Brandon Scroggins.

If you are interested in attending
or hosting a Small Group, please reach out
Donna Ferguson’s Wednesday Bible Study
to: Small Groups Coordinator Pat Toth
and Lunch group will not meet again until
at 928-565-1024 or
PatriciaAToth@outlook.com
fall when they’ll begin a new book.

July Celebrations
July 9 Karen Shaffer
July 20 Nick and Carol Nichols

July 20 Donna Pederson
July 23 Danny Burgett
July 23 Luna Burgett
July 31 Patricia Toth

July 10, 2021 8-Noon

grandkids, your neighbors to share
the fun. Encourage them to bring
SAVE THE DATE!
their friends.
Living Word will be sponsoring an acAs a special treat the event
tion packed day of fun for all kids ages will close with distribution of filled
kindergarten through 5th grade!
back packs and a special blessing as
Kids will participate in crafts, they anticipate return to school.
singing, Bible story fun, and of course,
snacks! Plan to invite your kids, your Contact Alice Jensen for more info!
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Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary 5/3/2021
President Bob Pressler, Vice-President
Rosie Freeman, Pastor Michael Birnbaum,
Pastor Assistant Eileen Pressler, Mission
Coordinator Alice Jensen & Secretary Sharon Peterson.
Pastor opened with prayer. April minutes
approved.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Michael
There is a new bereavement network.
Shay Givens, Karen Shaffer & Beverly Valentine are willing to coach those who are
struggling with grief. Eileen will look at
ordering resources from Stephens Ministries. Rosie mentioned Thrivent did have
a packet on grief and she will check to see
if they still have this available. Pastor recommends we offer Brandon a one year
contact. Ken Bourlier Celebration of Life
went well. Working with Dale Matheny on
4 session study on “Heaven”. There was
discussion on if this would be before or
after Service. Council thinks that it would
be better before Service. Pastor will talk
to Dale regarding this. The next Pastor
needs to do the next new member orientation and receptions. Parsonage needs a
few minor fixes.
Pastor Assistant: Eileen Pressler
Brandon and his family are planning on
coming back into town at the beginning of
June. Brandon will be going back to Alabama, Yivette & kids will stay. Possibility
of Brandon co-leading worship on June
6th. Sunday 5/9 is Mother’s day, decision
to purchase carnations for Moms ap-

proved. On the quarterly giving statements that have not been picked up
should they be mailed? Council decided
no. 100% response on Brandon Scroggins
reference. Biblical Citizenship Class – update and request to change of June Council meeting. Council decided on June 1, 5
pm. Thrivent funding has been approved.
$10 onetime optional fee (per family). The
goal is to get $200 honorarium for Pastor
Toni. The $10 will go towards this. There
are workbooks available for $25 (Pastor
Toni has some that we can purchase at
$18 each) The additional money will go
towards honorarium. If you register online
you will have access to a free digital form
of the workbook. Eileen and Donna went
to the last KEMA meeting and presented
this along with Pastor Toni. Spring yard
sale at the parsonage is May 14 & 15.
President-Financial Report: Bob Pressler
Council reviewed AFLC suggested constitution revisions. Alice suggested sending a
clean copy (marked with draft) to AFLC for
review. We were clear with AFLC that the
congregation needs to vote on any changes. Review of Treasurer report.
Mission Coordinator: Alice Jensen Does
not have any new information on Mercy
Ship. Looking at doing a VBS
(Kindergarten to 5th grade) at the end of
June. This would be 4 rotating groups:
snacks, craft, music & Bible study. It was
brought up that since this would be before school is back in session, that we
could give out backpacks with school sup-

17

"Sanctify them by the
truth. Your word is truth."
John 17:17
In June Biblical Citizenship classes began twice a week for 4 weeks. Average attendance
ranged from mid to low 20's each week, about half from
Living Word and half from the community. We've "shared a
journey through the Bible and American history to rediscover the secret sauce that produces a prosperous society
when Biblical principles are applied." Classes were power
packed with information! Recently it was announced that
free classes will be held online 7/5-8/29. Some participants
in the June classes have said they will re-take the course
again online-there is so much to learn! Register for the
online classes at:
https://coach.patriotacademy.com/biblicalcitizenship/

plies. Rosie will request Thrivent funding.
Date and time to be determined. Alice
placed a call to Church on the Street and
left a message introducing herself and
would like to talk to him. Suggest having
a Bunco Group that meets every 4 to 6
weeks. Pay by $10 donation or a supply
item for one of our missions. Would like
to try this and see how it works.
Council accepted all reports.
New Business:
Pastoral transition. Will announce congregational meeting for May 23rd for a
vote to extend a contract to Brandon.
Council reviewed proposed job description. Proposed contract including salary
offer approved for presentation to congregation. Bob will contact Pr. Steve for
permission to read his reference at the
meeting. Other references will remain
confidential. Parsonage house blessing
planned for June 6th. The Scroggins would
be here. WOW would organize the food.
Next meeting: Tuesday June 1, 2021 5:00
pm
Meeting was closed with Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted :
Sharon Peterson, Secretary

JULY DATES TO REMEMBER!!
July 4-Pastor Brandon joins us! Independence Day Worship!
July 3 -Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am @ church
July 5-Council Meeting, 5 PM, @ church
July 7, 14, 21, 28-Men’s Bible Study and Fellowship at church 9 am
July 10-Vacation Bible School 8 am– Noon @ church
July 11-Installation of Pastor Brandon at worship, Fellowship potluck dinner following worship-Don’t miss this special day!
July 17-Women’s Bible Study 9:30 @ church
July 22-Blessed and Unstoppable Bible Study IHOP 5:30
July 29-WOW hosts KEMA Luncheon, noon @ church

Living Word Lutheran Church
Vision Statement
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based
community intentionally serving Christ through missions.

Mission Statement
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled
church with the

Worship-2570 Northern Ave.
Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300
Kingman, Arizona 86409
Phone: 928-753-5952
We’re on the web!
www.livingwordkingman.com

Word of God as our foundation and reaching out
through missions showing the

Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

Facebook Living Word

Pastor Brandon and Yivette
Adalyn and Elodie

