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 BOXES!! 
Moving is a lot of work!  We 
started packing our first boxes 
in April to prepare for our 
move from Alabama back to 
Kingman.  We began sorting 
through all of our stuff, getting 
rid of some, and packing the 
rest.  We brought a car load of 
clothes and supplies when 
Yivette, Adalyn and Elodie 
moved in June, and the rest 
continued to be boxed up.  
 At last all the boxes 
were loaded, as tightly as pos-
sible into a 26 foot long truck, 
which my brother-in-law and I 
drove across the country.  We 
pulled into Kingman on July 
1st, and some incredible vol-
unteers helped us unpack our 
furniture and boxes into the 
garage, living room and porch 
of the parsonage.   
 On July 12th, We 
started going through and un-
packing all of our stuff, and 
finding new places for it all to 
belong. It's been a couple of 
weeks, and while we've made 
incredible progress, we still 
have a few boxes to go 
through.   
 As we have been 
unpacking, we inevitably have 
run into instances where we 
wanted or needed something, 
but couldn't find which box it 
was in.  We had to wait for it 
to turn up eventually.  We 
have also run into times where 
we had to open a box, evaluate 
its contents, and put it back 
into the garage to figure out 
where to put the contents at a 
later time.   
 Even once we finally 
finish unpacking, we will still 
have boxes.  Boxes with sea-
sonal clothes and decorations, 

boxes of supplies that we don't 
need yet, boxes of stuff we 
don't need now, but may 
someday. We all have boxes.   
 Many of our boxes 
are physical, being stored 
away in our garages or at-
tics.  But all of us have other 
boxes - mental, emotional and 
spiritual ones.   
 We have boxes where 
we put things in our life that 
we don't deal with immediate-
ly, or ones where we keep 
memories of past times, or 
histories and actions we are 
ashamed of.  Boxes that we 
bring out seasonally, or only 
deal with occasionally.   
 Not all are bad! In 
fact,  we've got boxes that we 
hold special, and important, 
but we keep them boxed away 
regardless. 
 After four months of 
constantly dealing with our 
stuff, and putting stuff in and 
out of boxes, my family and I 
are growing weary of dealing 
with it!  
 Are you growing 
weary of dealing with your 
boxes?  Are you tired of mov-
ing them around, unsure what 
to do with the contents, hiding 
them, bringing them out only 
every now and then, or bury-
ing them so deep that hopeful-
ly they won't be found? 
 Before sin entered the 
world, everything physically, 
emotionally, spiritually was as 
it was supposed to be. But 
after eating the fruit, when 
Adam and Eve saw that they 
were naked, they were embar-
rassed and began hiding.  They 
began packing and unpacking 
their boxes of their emotional 
and spiritual mess.  

 Jesus came 
into the world to re-
move the need for us 
to keep messing with 
our boxes.  The funny 
thing is that we often 
either think that we need to get 
our boxes in order before Je-
sus can help us. Even worse, 
we go back to the boxes after 
Jesus has already made them 
His own, thinking that He'll be 
impressed by us and happy 
about what we can accomplish 
with them on our 
own                                       
 God isn't impressed 
by this though.  He does want 
us to have our lives in order, 
and for us to get everything 
out of the boxes, so we can 
live as He intended, but He 
simply wants us to hand the 
contents  to him, while He 
works in our life to get rid of, 
or put everything where it 
goes. 
 I know that many are 
expecting me to come in as the 
new pastor and to teach you 
how to do more, and do better, 
and have more faith, but that's 
not the true calling of a pastor 
- especially a Lutheran pastor! 
 This month, I'm actu-
ally going to be encouraging 
you to stop.  Stop messing 
with the boxes.  Give them to 
Jesus.  We're going to get to 
some ‘doing’ eventually, but 
right now, we need to simply 
receive His gift of grace and 
freedom.  Only when we learn 
to be released from the bur-
dens of the world can we real-
ly begin to appreciate what 
Christ has done. 
 

Pastor Brandon 

 

Musings: (noun) contemplation, reflections, thoughts   
 

Welcome to “Monthly musings from Pastor Brandon!”  



8/1 Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 145:10-21, 

John 6:22-35 

8/8 1 Kings 19:1-8, Psalm 34:1-8, John 

6:35-51 

8/15 Proverbs 9:1-10, Psalm 34:12-22, 

John 6:51-69 

8/22 Isaiah 29:11-19, Psalm 14, Mark 

7:1-13 

8/29 Deut. 4:1-2,6-9, Psalm 119:129-

136, Mark 7:14-23 

August Scriptures                            Prayer Requests 
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For continuing comfort and healing 

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Pat Bing-

ham, Vern Parsons,  Char and Dale 

Matheny, Carol Wostal, Nick Nichols, 

Andrew Johnson, David Scroggins  

If you know of someone who should 

be included in the monthly ongoing prayer 

list, or you yourself would like to be includ-

ed, please contact Pastor Brandon (928-899-

9743).    

August 2-COUNCIL MEETING @ church 5 PM 

August 4,11,18,25-Men’s Bible Study and Fellowship 9 AM @ 

church 

August 5, 19-Blessed and Unstoppable Women’s Group, 5:30, 

place TBD 

August 7, 21- Women’s Bible Study 9 AM @ church 

August 14– WOW meeting and luncheon potluck, 11:30 @ 

church 

August 29– POTLUCK FOLLOWING WORSHIP! 5th Sunday     

Potluck returns!  

Special Worship 7/11/21 

Pastor Brandon is or-
dained and installed as 
Pastor of Living Word by 
Pastor Michael and Pastor 
Dan Storvick. 

 

Pastor Michael is honored 
as Pastor Emeritus by Pas-
tor Brandon and Pastor 
Dan Storvick.  

 

August Dates to Remember 
Readers 

Communion Assistants 

Provide treats for Fellowship 

after worship 

Readers: share the first scripture lesson and responsive Psalm at 

worship. 

Communion Assistants:  prepare communion trays before wor-

ship and assist Pastor Brandon as he leads Communion distribu-

tion each Sunday. 

Treats for fellowship time: following worship are always wel-

come! Set  up treats, assist with serving, and clean up after   

worship.  

Sign Up sheets for the rest of 2021 are posted on the bulletin 

board in our fellowship area.  Is YOUR name on one of them?? 
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION! 
W.O.W.  (Women Of the Word)         

will be meeting Saturday,              
August 14th, 11:30 a.m. at church. 

If you are able, please plan to bring a 
dish to share for a brunch potluck.   

 All women who attend Living 
Word Lutheran Church are a part of 
W.O.W. and encouraged to attend and 
bring a friend! 

 It's a great time for the women 
of the church to socialize and encour-

age each other in the work of the 
church. 

 The main topic of business 
will be the GIANT, HUGE, REAL-
LY BIG YARD SALE proposed for 
October 8 & 9!  

 Although there is a lot of 
work to be done with the yard sale, it 
is also a good time of camaraderie in 
the church and benefits the church 
general fund.  It's an all-hands-on-

deck event and W.O.W. is the organ-
izer. Your input and participation is 
needed!   

      Join us as we begin planning!  

 During the month of June a 
series of eight classes titled “Biblical 
Citizenship in Modern America” was 
held at Living Word for the communi-
ty. An average of 23 people from our 
church (55%) and the community
(45%) attended classes each week.  
 Pr Toni Henry of the Naza-
rene Church, who is a coach of the 
Patriotic Academy, was enlisted by 
the committee to present the program, 
which consisted of video presentations 
and class discussions.   
 

 The purpose of the course was 
to inform the participants about the 
constitution, how the Biblical teaching 
was the foundation of much of the 
founding documents of our country 
and to recognize the many personal 
liberties that have been endowed to us 
by God.  The group continues to work 
together through email notifications. 
  The event was supported fi-
nancially, in part, through the 
Thrivent Action Team program.    In-
formation for the “Biblical Citizen-
ship” study and other programs can be 
found at: https://
www.patriotacademy.com                                                                     
 The committee (Donna Peder-
son, Sharon Peterson, Eileen Pressler, 
Karen Shaffer, and Pat Toth) who or-
ganized the event, thanks the Living 
Word men’s group who faithfully set-

up seating arrangements each week, 
and all those who participated in the 
program.  

Small Groups Update                                                                                            
It’s time for us to grow                  

our Small Groups! 

  Let's form small groups for 
parents, singles, couples, those who 
are grieving, crafting, and praying for 
others. There are many more reasons 

to join in a common interest by meeting regularly in a small 
group.                                                                                       
            If you have an idea for a new small group, or are 
interested in hosting a small group, please reach out to Pas-
tor Scroggins or Pat Toth. Pat will help guide you through 
your first couple of sessions where you’ll learn hosting is 
easy!                                                                                            

Small Groups Coordinator: Pat Toth - 928-565-1024           
or PatriciaAToth@outlook.com  

Pastor Brandon Scroggins -928-899-9743                             

or savedoncross@gmail.com 

  

Beverly Valentine  August 2 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  

 Don and Pat Bingham  Aug. 2 

 Jim and Donna Pederson Aug. 3 

      

August Celebrations! 

mailto:PatriciaAToth@outlook.com
mailto:savedonthecross@gmail.com


Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary  6/2/2021 
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President Bob Pressler, Vice-President 
Rosie Freeman, Pastor Michael Birn-
baum, Pastor Brandon Scroggins, Pastor 
Assistant Eileen Pressler, Mission Coor-
dinator Alice Jensen & Secretary Sharon 
Peterson.  
 
Meeting opened with prayer. May 
Council minutes approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report: State of the church is 
solid and our congregation is warming 
up to ‘the next step’.  Options for transi-
tion reviewed.  Pastor Brandon starts on 
July 1. Pastor Michael’s last Sunday July 
11. Ordination, installation and retire-
ment of Pastors will be during regular 
worship 7/11/21. Pr. Michael plans to 
do some pulpit fill-in during his retire-
ment; letter of recommendation from 
Council presented. Parsonage blessing is 
this Sunday, June 6.  
Pastor Assistant:  Eileen Pressler  Pr. 
Brandon co-leading worship on 6/6.  
Discussion re: availability of financial 

report to any member. It was decided to 
keep copy of quarterly reports from 
each meeting in notebook in office. Any 
member may view reports as desired. 
Biblical Citizenship Class is starting on 
Monday June 7th thru the month of 
June, 6 PM on Mondays and Wednes-
days.  Thrivent funding has been ap-
proved. Funds will be used for advertis-
ing and purchasing of some snacks and 
water.  
President-Financial Report:  Bob Press-
ler Review of Treasurer report.  Quarter-
ly payment to Annie’s Attic & Root has 
been canceled.  Council approved rec-
ommendation to investigate WOW hav-
ing a separate savings account. Bob will 
report at next meeting.  
Mission Coordinator: Alice Jensen 
Made contact with Church on the 
Street. They meet on Fridays 6 pm. for 
prayer and Bible Study. Goal is to have 
Men’s Disciple training program & a 
men’s home. They have no set hours.  

VBS has been rescheduled for July 10th 8 
to noon. It will include Bible Story, craft, 
music & snack. Theme: Jesus Loves me. 
We will be giving out school backpack 
and supplies. Plan on doing a Blessings 
of the backpack.    
 
Council approved all reports.  
 
New Business:  
Church Trac:  We need to re-look at who 
is a voting member.  Pastor Brandon 
said that there should be a process of 
who has been in-active and we will be 
looking into revising current process.   
 
Next meeting:  July 5, 2021 5:00 PM  
Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer.    
Respectfully submitted:  
Sharon Peterson, Secretary  

July 29th KEMA Lunch and Meeting  

 During the Women of the 
Word’s (WOW) April meeting, Donna 
Pederson asked for a volunteer to 
take charge of planning, organizing, 
and serving lunch at the July 29th   
KEMA meeting to be held at our 

church. My hand popped up on its’ own without my knowing it 
would do that.                                                                                                   
 Since April, a lot has happened at Living Word. We 
have been busy with Pastor Michael’s retirement and Pastor 
Brandon’s arrival.  We can now check “KEMA lunch” off  of our 
church ‘to do” list.                                                                                                            
 I want to extend a big thank you to the people who 
helped plan the lunch, prepare food, decorate, set-up, clean-
up, and return our sanctuary to normal for our August 1st ser-
vice. They are: Pam Burgett, Shelly Cleve, Karen Shaffer, Jan 
Davis, Sharon Peterson, Carol Nichols, Greg Jensen and the 
Wednesday Men’s Small Group, Eileen Pressler, and Donna 
Pederson.                                                                                           
 Not only did the guest pastors share in fellowship with 
each other; but the Living Word family grew closer in fellowship 
throughout the process!  To everyone who helped in any way - 

Thank You!       Pat Toth                        

Lunch Team 

Helpers missing 

are Jan Davis, 

Donna Pederson, 

and Greg 

Jensen’s team of 

men! 

 

Ready to welcome 

KEMA Pastors to a 

Picnic Lunch at 

Living Word! 



Don’t miss the return of   
Living Word 5th Sunday  Potlucks! 

 
 
 

It’s our first             
post-COVID                

5th Sunday potluck. 
 
 

Bring your favorite 
dish and join us        

following worship on                  
August 29, 2021! 

 

Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 

Facebook Living Word 

 


