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Musings: (noun) contemplation, reflections, thoughts
Summer musings from Pastor Brandon!
It’s hard to believe that I
have been serving as the pastor of Living Word for a year
now! And so, it’s time for a
sort of “State of the Church”
evaluation. Firstly, the church
is where the gospel is proclaimed and the sacraments
are administered. So with this
in mind, as long as we have
sinners coming to hear the
Gospel, be baptized and receive communion, we’re doing
what we’re intended to do as a
church. That being said, there
are things which we should do
as a group that will help us
better preach the Gospel to
more people. These are the
things which we can evaluate.
One major change we made
this year was re-starting our
Sunday school and confirmation classes. It is exciting to
have young people in the
church. What has worked
well, and what can we improve? The kids have seemed
to enjoy getting to go to class
during service, and doing ageappropriate lessons and activities. I and other parents have
enjoyed hearing stories from
kids re-telling what they
learned about in Sunday
school. We are looking at
changing the curriculum to
utilize different media resources and to possibly align
better with the lectionary
texts, so children’s messages
and Sunday school lessons are
congruent, as well as help encourage family discussion. We
are also re-evaluating the
classroom space being used.

Adult classes and small
groups are one of the most
effective ways to spur discipleship and increase church involvement. We have a couple
groups that have taken some
time off, or even ended. This
is ok, and normal for the life
cycle of groups like this, but
we do need to start new
groups, and actively invite participants who are not yet involved. The church-wide purchase of RightNow Media is a
resource that can be used to
equip current groups and provide resources to form
new ones. This resource can
also potentially include some
of our home-bound individuals. It does require some
better instruction on implementation and I plan on scheduling some time for this in the
coming weeks. Forming new
groups may mean that the
Lord wants some of you who
have not stepped out in leadership positions to be willing to
serve in new capacities!
We have several families
that are unable to make
church weekly, and who have
begun joining us online regularly. Online worship is great
for these families as well as
those who wish to remain connected when sick, or traveling. Our services have been
made much more onlinefriendly in the past year, but I
am trying to figure out some
ways to make sure that these
families do not feel like they
are disconnected from the
church. This is a major goal of

mine in the coming year.
I have also begun doing
some individual counseling and
have set up a marriage counseling process for strengthening healthy marriages as well
as those dealing with marital
conflict. I have experience
with this and am a trained
SYMBIS (Save Your Marriage
Before It Starts - a primarily
pre-marital counseling tool,
but can also be used for longestablished marriages) facilitator. Call me to set up individual or marriage counseling or
home visits.
With COVID complications,
and shifts in focus for some of
the ministries we previously
supported, we currently have a
reduced list of ministries that
we actively support. We are
currently providing financial
support for the Advice and Aid
Pregnancy Center, and Cornerstone Mission. I’d like to see
us find a couple additional
ministries to support, and for
us to return to supporting
these ministries, not only with
our pocketbooks, but with our
time and manpower as well.
One of the things that I am
the most happy about with our
congregation, is our continuation of being such a caring,
welcoming group of people. I
know several people who,
when looking for a new
church, after attending worship with us were either immediately ready to make Living
Word their new church home,
or came back after visiting other churches and said that we
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were the most welcoming. This
is heartwarming. This family
feeling is also one of the hardest
aspects to retain as a church
grows, so I encourage you to
remain intentional about making
visitors feel welcome.
I am excited not only for the
future of Living Word, as I feel
we have such incredible potential, but also just for our present
state as well. We are a group of
real, authentic people who at
times have conflict and insecurities, who are willing to
acknowledge our weaknesses,
and fully rely upon Christ to fill
our inadequacies. We are not
just the church of the past or the
future, but the church that is so
desperately needed in our world
today. AMEN!
Pastor Brandon
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PRAYER REQUESTS

DATES TO REMEMBER

Please remember our
friends and family in prayer.
Carolyn Krick, Pat Bingham,
Vern Parsons, Char and Dale Matheny,Nick
Nichols, Elmer Wilde Evert and Corrie Weatherbee, Diane Patton, Nate Tomlin, Brooke Simonik Ron Valentine, and John DeMuri
If you know of someone who should be
included in the monthly ongoing prayer list, or you
yourself would like to be included, please contact
Pastor Brandon (928-899-9743)

July 3-8-Camp Aloma
July 6, 13, 20, 27- Men’s Bible Study/Fellowship, 9 am @
church
July 9-WOW meeting, 11-1 @ church
July 10-Celebration of Pastor’s 1st Living Word Anniversary following worship!
July 15-Council Meeting, 5:30 @ church
July 31-5th Sunday Potluck!
Be sure to check worship guide each week for any changes
and/or new additions to Dates to Remember!

Pastor Brandon was installed and ordained at
Living word on July 11, 2021
We’ve shared a full year together!! In honor of this first anniversary, Council has planned a special fellowship celebration following worship on
July 10,
2022. Plan to join us as we remember events of the past year and look forward to
many more years together.
There is a gift bag on the back table in our worship area if you would like to
bring a card or other gift in honor of this special day!
“And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will guide you with wisdom
and understanding.” Jeremiah 3: 15

We have several special events this summer that are still in the planning stage!
Blessing of the Backpacks for kids returning to school.
New Member Class
Children’s trip to Bearazonia
Early communion class
Sunday School classes resume
Be sure to watch for announcements for these special events!
Summer planning is a work in progress at Living Word!

There are still some
spaces for worship
assistants for July and
August. Take a look
and sign your name!
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION!
W.O.W. (Women Of the Word)
May and June 2022
The May W.O.W. meeting held at
a local restaurant was well attended, Geri
lead us in a devotion and each member
told us their favorite Bible verse (at the
moment) with a little testimonial about
the verse. There was a brief discussion on
the annual church yard sale and the
W.O.W. group involvement. It was decided that it was a beneficial event for the
church and W.O.W. will continue to organize the plan and volunteers for the
sale.



Card Ministry: former member Mary
Ann Mallory is no longer able to continue birthday/anniversary card ministry. It was agreed to send Mary Ann
a thank you note for her dedication
and faithfulness in sending cards at
her own expense for many years,
although she moved from Kingman
several years ago. Thank You Mary
Ann!

Additional decision made on card ministry:
1-Discontinue birthday/anniversary card
program since these are recognized the
first Sunday of each month, in the newsThe June business meeting of W.O.W. was
letter and on the church Facebook
busy with much to discuss!
page.
 W.O.W. will request that the Council 2-Continue get well, thinking of you and
approve the dates of 9/31-10/1 for
sympathy card ministry.
the annual yard sale.
Carol Nichols makes cards for
 Members signed up to prepare sides the WOW card ministry and volunteered
to do the mailing of the cards. Depending
and help setup and cleanup for the
on cost of the ministry, WOW may resurprise birthday party for Diane
quest that the Council consider placing
Patton.
future card ministry expenses in the
 W.O.W. gratefully acknowledged a
budget in 2023. It was suggested that the
generous donation from Sonia
congregation be asked to donate stamps,
LaSoya. A thank you card will be
when needed.
sent to Sonia.

Members present agreed to donate $100
from the WOW treasury for the Bible
Camp scholarship
After the business meeting and lunch, the
members worked on scripture pages
which will be used in an art corner at the
church for a period of time.
Join us for our next meeting on Saturday
July 9th, from 11-1. We will have a workshop to prepare frames for the art
work. Please bring a lunch potluck dish to
share and invite a guest to join us!
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together
with cords that cannot be broken. Bind us
together Lord, bind us together, bind us
together with love.

The GIANT, HUGE, REALLY BIG
FUND-RAISER YARD SALE
of Living Word Lutheran Church
Will be held again this year in late September
or early October.
Start saving YOUR yard sale donations now!
Furniture, bedding, kitchen stuff, holiday
items, books, music, jewelry, garden & garage
goodies WHATEVER! We want it all.
Stay tuned for future updates of when, how
and volunteer opportunities!
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SPECIAL NOTE: Please note these minutes are a draft and subject to change until final approval. Below are DRAFT minutes of
April and May meetings

Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary April, May-DRAFT
Tuesday, April 5, 2022
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brandon
Led two services Ash Wednesday, Midweek Lenten soup lunches and dinners
begun, good attendance; acolyte program
for Sunday morning worship began 4/24;
personal time to visig Yivette in New
Meice 3/10-14, returned early due to Father’s health; he passed away 3/16, Pastor Grif Vautier led worship for the 2 Sundays Pastor Brandon was gone due to his
father’s passing. Celebration of Life for
David Scroggins planned for 4/9, also will
be live streamed to LWLC Facebook page
Planning May sermon series from the
book “Joining Jesus on His Mission”
Pastoral Assistant: Eileen Pressler
Ash Wednesday attendance was 33; having both lunch and dinner Lenten devotion very beneficial, average attendance
has been 17 each week. March average
attendance was 42. AFLC does a statistical
count for congregations’ attendance every
other year, they have requested our statistics for 2021 WOW is spearheading the
Easter breakfast.
President/Treasurer: Bob Pressler
Bob has submitted tax deferral request for
the church parsonage. Financial reports
reviewed, insurance for parsonage and
church due 6/10, premium has increased
to $1550. Council approved motion that
Pastor’s Bereavement leave will not affect
his contracted 14 days Paid time off.
Vice President: Rosie Freeman
ICSAVE (Integrated Community Solutions
to Active Violence Events) is a faith-based
training available for low or no cost to

churches. Training educates clergy, religious community leaders, in proactive
measures that can be adopted and implemented to respond to events such as active shooter incidents, bleeding control
for injured people, explosives recognition
and safety training, and mental health
first-aid training. Will investigate this opportunity.
Mission Coordinator: Alice Jensen
Discussion held on providing scholarships
for Camp Aloma; will apply for Thrivent
funds, cost to attend is $250-300 depending on child’s age. Will also consider fundraisers to assist cost of camp. Bunco will
be held on June 3 at church, with proceeds to go to the Cornerstone Mission.
Advice & Aid Pregnancy Center’s Mother’s
Day Tea in May, Council approved $100
sponsor donation.
Old Business
Communion Set-up area. The kitchen sink
area is too crowded on Sunday mornings;
Council approved beginning to use counter and sink in the storage room instead.

MDiv. Since Pastor Brandon and some
Council members will be out of town in
June and July, the next Council meeting
will be held on July 12.
Pastoral Assistant: Eileen Pressler
Provided input to AFLC for our Congregation Statistics. April average attendance
was 50; CCLI license renewed
President: Bob Pressler
Financial reports reviewed, still waiting to
hear from the County Treasurer on the
status of the tax deferral request for the
Parsonage Online giving is being utilized
by some members, yearly church insurance paid.
Vice President: Rosie Freeman
Grant application obtained for an AED
(automated external defibrillator) for the
church. ICSave (Integrated Community
Solutions to Active Violence) being
planned, will open to all KEMA churches,
will apply for Thrivent funds
Mission Coordinator: Alice Jensen
Motion approved to send $100 donation
to the Advice & Aid Pregnancy Center; no
VBS planned this year, will apply for
Sunday, May 22, 2022
Thrivent Funding to assist with Camp AloPastor’s Report: Pastor Brandon
ma funds, also congregation donations.
Atended May KEMA MEETING, National
Bunco planned June 3, proceeds to beneDay of Prayer, baptized Zelda Flannigan
fit Cornerstone, also will raffle patriotic
5/8, Sermon series on Joining Jesus on His wreath.
Mission, Upcoming trips planned: Camp
Aloma as Camp Pastor July 3-8; Personal
time May 31-June 3 in honor of their wedding anniversary, Family trip to Colorado
June 6-11. Men’s ministry is almost done
with renovation of storage shed door Reported on educational progress toward his

July and August Celebrations
Paula Freeman July 2
Karen Shaffer July 9
Reighlee Waldschmit July 19
Donna Pederson July 20
Danny Burgett July 23
Beverly Valentine August 2

Nick and Carol Nichols July 20
Don and Pat Bingham
August 3
Jim and Donna Pederson August 4
Evert and Corrie Weatherbee August 8

Living Word Lutheran Church
Vision Statement
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based
community intentionally serving Christ through missions.

Mission Statement
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled
church with the

Worship-2570 Northern Ave.
Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300
Kingman, Arizona 86409
Phone: 928-753-5952
We’re on the web!
www.livingwordkingman.com
Facebook Living Word

Word of God as our foundation and reaching out
through missions showing the

Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

