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Musings: (noun) contemplation, reflections, thoughts   
 

October musings from Pastor Brandon! 

   October is here, and 
in the Lutheran church, that 
usually means some refor-
mation themed discus-
sion.  Here are some 
thoughts I have about the 
reformation today. 
 If you couldn't al-
ready tell, I'm a bit of a tech 
guy.  I enjoy using technolo-
gy for different things in my 
life and ministry.  I watch for 
the new stuff coming out, 
and research what improve-
ments have been made 
when updated gadgets are 
announced.  
 Every year, they re-
lease a new iPhone, and 
multiple Android devices 
from various manufactur-
ers.  Every year, the device 
announced last year be-
comes old and the new is so 
much better than before.   
 Sometimes we think 
of the church in similar ways, 
God instituted the Hebrew 
faith, then a little later, He 
updated it with an all new 
Jesus feature in the Christian 
version.  He continued to 
release minor updates with 
the Catholic versions (and a 
split in directions with the 
Greek Orthodox edition at 
one point), until a major up-
date was released with the 
reformation, and now we 
had all sorts of brand new 

variants and splits with the 
various denominations.  We 
see all sorts of different and 
new versions of this faith 
today, each with custom 
features, or eliminating pre-
vious features that we didn't 
like from before.  We can 
pick and choose a church 
based on the features being 
offered in that particular 
release.  
 But the church isn't 
like tech at all.  While we can 
choose styles of worship and 
such, when we look at 
church history, we have to 
see that God wasn't releas-
ing new, better versions of 
faith, but trying to get His 
people to return to the core 
message of trusting in 
Him.  He institutes the He-
brew faith so His chosen 
people will trust and obey 
Him.  When we didn't do 
this, He gave us faith 
through Christ.  We again 
moved away, and introduced 
our own new features to 
improve upon it - so much 
so, that we got away from 
the core truth, and in the 
Catholic system, actually led 
people away from trusting 
God.  That is when Luther 
discovered in scripture the 
truth of the Gospel that had 
been forgotten.  We can 
trust in God's promise of 

salvation.    
 The reformation 
wasn't really a re-formation 
as much as it was a return to 
the central truth of scripture 
- Trust God.  In many of our 
churches today, we see "new 
features" trying to be added, 
with the hope of making the 
church what we want it to 
be, and while there are some 
minor things that don't 
affect the core message (like 
music styles or building de-
signs), there are some really 
concerning things being add-
ed, or taken away to make 
church not about what Christ 
has done, but about what we 
do, or how we feel.   
 As we continue to 
live out our faith, and serve 
our neighbor, and add new 
and updated worship songs, 
or sing old hymns or have 
classes, or Bible study 
groups, let us make sure that 
we listen to the Holy Spirit, 
and stray not from the Gos-
pel.  We need to continually 
return to the core message 
of - Trust God, and what 
Christ has done to give us 
salvation.  
 

  Pastor Brandon 

 



10/3/21 Genesis 2:18-25, Psalm 128,  

Mark 10:2-16 

10/10/21 Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15, Psalm 

90, 10: 17-22  

10/17/21 Ecclesiastes 5:10-20, Psalm 

119: 9-16, Mark 10:23-31 

10/24/21 Jeremiah 31:7-9, Psalm 126, 

Mark 10: 56-42  

10/31/21 Isaiah 55:1-11, Psalm 46, 

John 6:29-35 

October Scriptures                                Prayer Requests 
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For continuing comfort and healing 

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Pat Bing-

ham, Vern Parsons,  Char and Dale 

Matheny, Carol Wostal, Nick Nichols, 

Andrew Johnson, David Scroggins  

If you know of someone who should 

be included in the monthly ongoing prayer 

list, or you yourself would like to be includ-

ed, please contact Pastor Brandon (928-899-

9743).    

October 4-7-Church open 9-1 pm to receive donated items for 
Church Yard Sale  

October 5,12,19,26-YOGA @ church 8 AM 

October 5--COUNCIL MEETING @ church 5:30 PM 

October 6,13,20, 27-Men’s Bible Study/Fellowship 9 AM @ 
church 

OCTOBER 8 & 9-GIANT, HUGE, REALLY BIG YARD SALE! 7-1 PM 

October 14,28-Blessed and Unstoppable Women’s Group, 5:30 

October 15-BUNCO NIGHT at Church 6:30, Benefits Advice and 
Aid Pregnancy Center 

October 20–Final Meeting for Women’s Bible Study– 4-6:30 @ 
church, Finish study of book Bad Girls of the Bible,   

October 31-REFORMATION SUNDAY WORSHIP, 10 AM,            
5th  Sunday Potluck following worship 

 

October Dates to Remember 
OCTOBER HELPERS 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET? 

                                                                                                                         
         

 October 3 Reader-Donna Pederson, Communion assist-
Pam Burgett, Fellowship treats-Donna Pederson 

October 10 Reader-Elayna Fultz, Communion assist-Bev 
Valentine, Fellowship treats-Dennie Burgett 

October 17 Reader-Geri Sherlock, Communion assist-
Donna Ferguson, Fellowship treats-Rosie Freeman 

October 24  Reader Donna Ferguson, Communion assist-Donna 
Ferguson, Fellowship treats-Cherie Bourlier 

October  31 Reader –Rosie Freeman, Communion assist-Judy 
Ormsby, Fellowship-5th SUNDAY POTLUCK  

It’s Coming!  It’s Coming!  It’s Coming! It’s Coming!  It’s Coming!  It’s Coming! 

 Operation Christmas Child (OCC) - This year we will again be participating in Oper-
ation Christmas Child by filling 25 boxes for children around the world.     
 
 We are asking each family to take at least one box and fill it for a needy child in 
another country.  Fill the box with a WOW gift (something really special, maybe a toy, a 
deflated soccer ball with pump, a special stuffed animal, or????)  
 
 Write a letter to your Christmas Child, and even include a family picture if you like! 
Pray for your special Christmas Child. Bring the filled box back to Church to be delivered to 
Operation Christmas Child for delivery. 

 Stay tuned for more information!  
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION! 

 WOW-Women of the Word 

 The W.O.W. group had a spe-
cial opening to their September 
meeting, 9/11, which is now acknowl-
edged as “Patriots Day”    The mem-
bers joined in a circle prayer, sang a 
rousing version of “Battle Hymn of 

the Republic” and shared personal 
memories and sentiments of the trag-
ic day of 9/11/2001, and then en-
joyed lunch together.  The upcoming 
annual Yard Sale was discussed and 
W.O.W. members had a short craft 
time to create faith and patriotic 
stones for the church’s front planters. 

 

Monday -Thursday 10/4- 10/7  Bring in lots of donations  9 am- 1 pm 

Thursday, 10/7  Crunch time!! Organize and price items! 9 am-approximately 6 pm  Come 

when you can to help! This is one of the things that makes our GHRB Yard (Giant Huge Really 

Big) so successful!  

Friday and Saturday 10/8 and 10/9  THE BIG EVENT! Early Bird helper volunteers needed!      Can you come at 

6:30 am? There are ALWAYS people waiting for us to open the doors! 

 

Saturday 10/9 Pack up sale items and clean the church. 1 pm  until church is ready for worship on 

Sunday!  

 

BAKE SALE!   Lots of yummy items needed.  Please bring to church, nicely packaged, ready to sell, 
priced at $1/$3/$6/$12 on Thursday or Friday 10/7,10/8 and/or early Saturday 10/9. Could you 
bring cookies AND cupcakes, brownies AND candy, maybe something small AND something large?!  
Yum, yum, yum $$ Last year the Bake Sale alone generated $416!  Can we make it to $450 this 
year??   

GIANT, HUGE, REALLY BIG YARD & BAKE SALE UPDATE!! 

                         Get ready!! We need YOU!!  Here’s how to help….. 

Bunco Night!  
October 15 6:30 pm 

  
 We’re planning a Bunco 
Night! Proceeds will benefit one of 
our local missions, Advice and Aid 
Pregnancy Center!   
 
 What is Bunco you ask?? It’s a 
crazy dice game played in rounds! Roll 
the dice, match numbers to win the 
round and score points. Never played 

Bunco? Come anyway, we’ll teach 
you! It’s easy and you’ll have fun. 
 
 Admission is $10 donation to 
AAPC OR a package of diapers OR 
other baby items.   
 
 Everyone is welcome! Bring a 
friend and join us for an evening of 
fun and fellowship, as well as sup-
porting AAPC. 
 
  



Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary  9/7/2021-DRAFT 
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President Bob Pressler, Vice-President 
Rosie Freeman, Pastor Michael Birnbaum, 
Pastor Brandon Scroggins, Pastor Assis-
tant Eileen Pressler, Mission Coordinator 
Alice Jensen & Secretary Sharon Peterson.  
 
Meeting opened with prayer. August 
Council minutes approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Brandon   
Pastor set up church e-mail account 
through Google.                                       
(brandon@livingword.com,  pas-
tor@livingwordkingman.com,                          
office@livingwordkingman.com) Met with 
Donna Pederson to review and discuss 
starting Sunday School.  Reviewed and 
selected a curriculum for our students 
called SEED, from SOLA Publishing.  We 
will be starting Sunday School on Sunday 
Sept12th.  Currently have at least 6 peo-
ple who have volunteered to help teach 
on a rotational basis.  Have been studying 
Churchtrac.  It has a feature that he is 
looking at and would like to implement it 
soon.  It is called Church Connect.  It has 
the ability to create accounts and have a 
directory on your phone.  There is 125 
people cap on Churchtrac at our current 
price pointwhich we are approaching. The 
men came over to the parsonage and re-
placed the gate and helped clean up ex-
cess wood and boxes.  Scheduled new 
members class for Sept 26th, but it might 
have to be rescheduled since several in-

terested parties will be out of town.  Did a 
tour of the firehouse across the street to 
investigate if it would be a good location 
for ‘upgrading’ to.  Size and location is 
great.  It does need some initial work, 
especially adding restrooms and bringing 
it up to code. Was listed for $340,000. 
(Pastor looked at it again today and the 
price has increased to $380,000).  Have 
ordered business cards.  Redesigned our 
welcome slips. Attended KEMA, exploring 
what do we as a church community do to 
reach the poor in Kingman.  Started new 
class for school this week.  Pastor will be 
taking  one class this semester, two clas-
ses next semester.  Set up additional A/V 
equipment.  We will be livestreaming 
soon.  Review was done of Pastoral Care 
report.   

Pastor Assistant: Eileen Pressler   For the 
month of August we have had an average 
attendance of 42. Thank you and $200 gift 
card were mailed to Pastor Dan Storvick 
(8/7).  One large font bulletin is printed 
each week for visually impaired member.  
1st worship using Proclaim was Sept. 5th.  
Back up drive for church computer was 
purchased, cost $169.89.  Packets for 
planned Congregational meeting have 
been available for members since Aug 29.  
Council approved a voice vote for the 
Congregational meeting.  Asked if all 
council members would help with wel-

coming visitors.  In addition to the month-
ly newsletter being emailed, 5 copies are 
printed each month for distribution to 
visitors.  
President-Financial Report:  Bob Pressler  
Fixed the new printer.   Would like to get 
gardening service for the Church.  Motion 
approved to have the men’s group investi-
gate in a service.  Review was done of full 
financial report.    
Mission Coordinator: Alice Jensen She will 
be meeting this coming Saturday (Sept 11) 
regarding Operation Christmas Child.  
Goal is to pass out the boxes the middle of 
October with them being returned to by 
Nov 15.  Looking to have Bunco on Friday 
October 15th.  This will be a fundraiser for 
Advice and Aid Pregnancy Center.  Pastor 
Brandon said he will reach out to Teresa 
from AAPC to see what needs they have.   
 
Council approved all reports.  Next 
meeting:  Tuesday October 5, 2021 5:30 
pm 
 
Meeting was closed with Lord’s Prayer.    
Respectfully submitted by Sharon Peter-
son, Secretary  

SPECIAL NOTE: In an effort to keep congregation up-to date regarding Council actions, at the August meeting, Council voted to 
include a synopsis of the last meeting held in each month's newsletter. Please note these minutes are a draft and subject to 
change until final approval.  Below are DRAFT minutes of meeting 9/7/21 

 

October Celebrations  

Shelly Cleve         Oct. 2 

Jim Pederson       Oct. 4 

Michael Nielsen  Oct. 6 

Brian Burgett       Oct. 9 

Pam Burgett        Oct 22 

Todd and Judy Ormsby       Oct. 1 

Ron and Pearl Redmon       Oct. 14 

David and Kathy Scroggins  Oct. 15 

mailto:pastor@livingwordkingman.com
mailto:pastor@livingwordkingman.com
mailto:office@livingwordkingman.com


“We need to hear the Gospel 
every day because we forget 
it every day.” 

 
“The whole being of any 
Christian is faith and love. 
Faith brings the person to 
God, love brings the person to 
people.”  

 
“Pray like it all depends on 
God, then when you are done, 
go work like it all depends on 
you.” 
 
 

“God created the world out of nothing, and so long as we 
are nothing, He can make something out of us.”  
 

Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 

Facebook Living Word 

 Martin Luther Quotes 


