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Musings: (noun) contemplation, reflections, thoughts
December musings from Pastor Brandon!
Christmas! What an exciting
celebration!
In the beginning, God
creates. The Spirit of God
moves, the Father speaks the
WORD – and it happens! He
says words, and time begins. Molecules and atoms
form from nothing. Mass,
matter, gravity, energy, light,
heat, elements, the foundations of physics and existence
happen where once there was
nothing. Stars, planets, ecosystems, galaxies, patterns, and
order come together, obeying
the WORD of the creator. Not
even a complicated Word, but
simply, “Let there be-“ and it
was! He forms the earth and
waters, and then sparks life –
plants, and animals. Brings not
just one type of each, but unfathomable kinds of variety,
shapes, sizes, structures, and
complexity. Wakes the nervous
systems of these creatures to
take in the rest of the creation,
and interact with it by seeing,
hearing, smelling, feeling, and
even tasting it. All through His
Word. And then He forms a
creature to not only interact
with the rest of His creation,
but to interact with even Himself – us – humans. He breathes
His Spirit into the lungs, and
gives the man his own spirit,
and ability to not only know
and appreciate the creation,
but to know and worship the
creator. And God spoke again
another word – He said it was
VERY good. Not just good
based on the creation’s value

or morality or any other standard of measuring we could fathom, but good – because it
pleased the creator.
To think of the Creator
like this is astounding and aweinspiring. But to think of what
He does in Christmas is even
more profound. We come in
and stop trusting God’s
Word. We sin and smear His
beautiful creation. God comes
in and speaks a less pleasing
Word. Judgement and curses,
pain, and struggle, and death –
and again, it happens. God’s
good creation – on all standards of measuring it is no longer good – because of us. And
yet Godstill loves us, so He also
speaks another Word. One
which gives hope. He speaks a
Word of promise – a promise of
a Savior. This Word of promise
is repeated over and over
throughout the Old Testament. The people cycle over
and over through times of
trusting and not trusting in the
promise. God repeatedly gives
reward and punishment to His
people. In Christmas we see the
manifestation of the promise,
and it comes in a way that no
one could have expected!
“In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him
was not anything made that
was made. In Him was life, and
the life was the light of

men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it. . . The true
light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world,
and the world was made
through Him, yet the world did
not know Him. He came to His
own, and His own people did
not receive Him. But to all who
did receive Him, who believed
in His name, He gave the right
to become children of God,
who were born not of blood
nor the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of
God.
And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen His glory,
glory as of the only Son from
the Father, full of grace and
truth. . . For from His fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. For the Law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus
Christ. No one has ever seen
God; the only God, who is at
the Father’s side, He has made
Him known.” – John 1:1-18
The Word became
flesh! How incredible and unexpected! The promise wasn’t
just another person, it was the
Son of God Himself! It was a
promise entrusted to prophets
and preachers through a spoken Word, now real in flesh.
The Word Made Flesh that
would proclaim the promise
again through the spoken
Word. The Word Made Flesh
that would mix this promise
with the waters of baptism
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by claiming it for Himself and then
giving it to us. The Word Made
Flesh that would be pierced for our
transgression. The Word Made
Flesh that would die and cover our
sin. And the Word Made Flesh that
would rise from the grave, conquering sin, death and the devil. This is
what we celebrate during Christmas
-that the Word was made flesh, for
us. We were made children of God,
because the Word of God became a
child. Merry Christmas!

Amen!
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December Scriptures

Prayer Requests

12/5/21 ADVENT 2 Malachi 3:1-7,
Psalm 66:1-12, Luke 3: 1-20

For continuing comfort and healing

Carolyn Krick, Lelanie Exbom, Pat Bing12/12/21 ADVENT 3 Zephaniah 3: 14- ham, Vern Parsons, Char and Dale
20, Psalm 85, Luke 7: 18-28
Matheny, Carol Wostal, Nick Nichols,
12/19/21 ADVENT 4 Micah 5: 2-5,
Andrew Johnson, David Scroggins
Psalm 80: 1-7, Luke 1: 39-45
12/25/21 CHRISTMAS DAY Isaiah
62: 10-12. Psalm 98, Luke 2: 1-20
12/26/21 Exodus 13: 1-3, 11-15, Psalm
111, Luke 2: 22-40

If you know of someone who should
be included in the monthly ongoing prayer
list, or you yourself would like to be included, please contact Pastor Brandon (928-8999743).

DECEMBER HELPERS NEEDED!
HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET?

December 5-Reader-Donna Pederson, Communion assist-Alice
Jensen, Fellowship treats-Donna Pederson
December 12-Reader-Rosie Freeman, Communion assistDonna Ferguson, Fellowship treats-Alice Jensen
December 19-Reader-Donna Ferguson, Communion assist-Judy
Ormsby, Fellowship treats-NEED VOLUNTEER!!!
December26-Reader-Donna Pederson, Communion assist-Bev Valentine, Fellowship treats-NEED VOLUNTEER!!

Thank you for your generous
donations for Thanksgiving food
boxes. We filled and distributed
8 boxes that contained a complete Thanksgiving dinner! We
are now planning Christmas food
boxes! Thrivent funding will be
used to purchase hams. What
can you bring to complete a Christmas Dinner for 8
families?? Sign up sheets are in the back of the
church. Please bring items to church by Sunday,
December 19!

December Dates to Remember
December 1,8,15, 22– Midweek Advent Devotions, Noon
and 6 PM Soup suppers
December 1,8,15, 22, 29-Men’s Bible Study/Fellowship, 9
AM @ church
December 7-COUNCIL MEETING, church 5:30 PM
December 11-WOW Christmas Party (see pg. 3)
December 19-Bring Christmas Food Basket items to
church
December 12-Adult Christmas Party, 4:00 @ church
December 24-CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP,
Two services: 6:30, 9:30 pm @ CHURCH, BRING A
FRIEND!
December 25-HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!
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Letter of welcome as we become members of AFLC!

Monday, November 29, 2021
Dear Living Word Lutheran Church,
Welcome to the AFLC! We are so glad that you are part of the 254 churches that make up the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations throughout the United States.
I want to encourage you with the words of the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul in Philippians 1:911, “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”
I want to welcome you to join us at the Association Retreat Center in Osceola, Wisconsin June 15th18th for our 60th Annual Conference, which we like to refer to as the “AFLC Family Reunion”. You are
encouraged to send as many of your members as possible to come be renewed and refreshed by the
reports and seminars, as well as the evening worship services, that make up the Conference.
It would also be exciting to send our Free Lutheran Bible College ministry teams out your way if you
need help with Vacation Bible School or a summer concert that our Ambassadors singing group could
do for you. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help you with ministry in your location. We
at “servant-quarters” in Minneapolis are here to serve the local congregations.
As winter approaches it will also be fun to hear whether any of our snowbirds are able to stop by as
they head south to escape the vicious Minnesota winters. I don’t know if I will be in Arizona for a Sunday in January, but If I am I may try and reach out and visit you.
Once again, welcome to the AFLC. We are glad you are part of the fellowship of Free and Living Congregations.
In Christ,
Pastor Lyndon Korhonen
AFLC President
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION!
December 11th
join us for the
W.O.W. Christmas party from
11 AM-1 PM at
church including
a gift exchange.
Maximum cost

limit of $15 for gifts, however, white
elephant and creative gifts are encouraged too! Bring a holiday dish to
share for lunch! Invite a friend or
neighbor. All women of the church
are welcome as we enjoy the friendship and the wonder of thise season
in this time together!

The November W.O.W. (Women Of the Word) meeting
was especially interesting this year. The members were surprised with an impromptu script for a Thanksgiving skit to be
recorded for a gala showing at the annual church Thanksgiving
dinner. With one walk-through practice, the cast of Carol, Diana, Donna, Eileen, Jan, Judy, Karen, & Pam quickly became Pilgrims and Indians, complete with props, to enact the story of the
first Thanksgiving narrated by the team of Geri & Sharon. With
lots of laughter and a series of "oops", the skit came to life!
Thanks to Pr. Brandon for his skillful editing of the
rough draft! It was good to hear the Thanksgiving dinner guests
enjoy the presentation. In addition to he "film" project, the
group enjoyed a lunch potluck and prepared Thanksgiving cards
for our church shut-ins.

UGLY SWEATER, CRAZY GIFT PARTY and POTLUCK

12/12/21 4 PM
Join us at the church for a fun adult party!
Wear your ugliest Christmas outfit! Bring a
wrapped gift for a silly gift exchange! The gift
can be a White Elephant gift suitable for
either male or female or any other crazy gift!
Bring a potluck dish to share! This crazy party
has become an eagerly anticipated event each
Christmas Season. Save this Sunday afternoon
date on your busy December calendars for a
fun evening filled with laughter!
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SPECIAL NOTE: Please note these minutes are a draft and subject to change until final approval. Below are DRAFT minutes of
meeting 10/5/2021

Living Word Council Minutes-Meeting Summary 11/2/2021-DRAFT
President Bob Pressler, Vice-President Rosie
Freeman, Pastor Michael Birnbaum, Pastor
Brandon Scroggins, Pastor Assistant Eileen
Pressler, Mission Coordinator Alice Jensen &
Secretary Sharon Peterson.

working with Pastor on plans for a children’s
Christmas play (Sunday before Christmas).

process. Thanksgiving Food Boxes: will need to
have donations for Thanksgiving Food Boxes at
church on 11/21 which is the same day as they
Pastor Assistant: Eileen Pressler October’s
will be delivered (after the potluck). Pastor will
attendance average is 43. Sunday School averdo Thrivent project for Thanksgiving and Rosie
age attendance 6. Other items: Congregation
will do Thrivent project for Christmas. Alice
Meeting opened with prayer. October Council meeting scheduled following worship Nov 7.
asked Rosie if she would put out a sign-up
minutes approved.
Audit 2020 & 2021 is scheduled for 11/9. New
sheet for this coming Sunday.
Advent Candles have arrived. Numbered offerPastor’s Report: Pastor Brandon
ing envelopes cost has increased to $2.49 (last Council accepted all reports.
Reviewed Pastoral Care report. Started our
year was $2.29). Should they be ordered? PasConfirmation program with 5 students in class.
Old Business:
tor will make an announcement on a couple of
Adult catechism class started. Took a couple
Sundays that if they want envelopes to talk to New Business: Turkey dinner 11/21: Council
of days to go camping with family at Alamo
will purchase/cook Turkeys. Just make it a
Eileen.
Lake. Attended the 1517 conference in Las
potluck. Council approved to pay our guest
Yard Sale Final Report
Vegas. School was intensive. School is offering
(Pastor Michael) for 11/21. Adult Christmas
Yard sale: $1,979,21
scholarship for visiting Israel during the sumParty: suggested Sunday December 12th at 4
Bake Sale: 346.05
mer. He will be looking into this further. Had
pm potluck. Encourage everyone to wear a
Total:
$2,325.26
conversations with realtor friend about potencrazy Christmas sweater and bring a wrapped
tial for other properties to look at in the fuPresident-Financial Report: Bob Pressler
gift for gift exchange. Council approved Pasture. We celebrated Reformation, potluck. We Talked to a couple of landscapers. $250 to
tor’s request to purchase a dishwasher for the
have been accepted into the AFLC pending a
$350 for clean-up. Bob recommended that we
parsonage not to exceed $400.
revision to the constitution. Begun planning
should clean it up ourselves and then hire
and preparing for Advent. Items coming up
Meeting was closed with Lord’s Prayer.
someone to come in and spray it once a
this month: Congregational vote. All Saints
month. Council decided to put this on hold
Next meeting: Tuesday December 7, 2021
celebrated on November 7th. We will have
until next year. Paid property taxes of $600 for
5:30 pm
new and returning members reception during the parsonage. Looking at applying for exempRespectfully submitted by Sharon Peterson,
th
Nov 7 service. Will be camping again with
tion for the church for the parsonage at the
Secretary
family Nov 11-13. Christ the King/Thanksgiving beginning of January. Review was done of full
st
Service Nov 21 . Pastor Michael Birnbaum will financial report.
be our guest preacher. Advent begins Nov
Mission Coordinator: Alice Jensen Bunco was
28th. Will do Wednesday Soup Super at Noon &
successful, raised $140 plus diapers for Advice
6 pm . Going to be working on some online and
& Aid pregnancy Center. Will plan on having
social media related to our Advent & Christmas
another Bunco night again in January for the
services with Sharon. Danielle Scroggins is
Food Bank. Operation Christmas Child is in

December Celebrations
Caroline Prather Dec. 1
Glen and Sharon Peterson

Dec. 3

Brian and Pam Burgett

Dec. 6

Joel and Geri Sherlock

Dec. 19

Donna Ferguson Dec. 6

Carolyn Krick

Pat Bingham

Dec. 10

Dec. 18
Dale and Charlotte Matheny Dec. 30

Pearl Redmon

Dec. 31

Living Word Lutheran Church
Vision Statement
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based
community intentionally serving Christ through missions.

Mission Statement
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled
church with the

Worship-2570 Northern Ave.
Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300
Kingman, Arizona 86409

Word of God as our foundation and reaching out
through missions showing the

Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to

Phone: 928-753-5952

Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

We’re on the web!
www.livingwordkingman.com
Facebook Living Word

Worship with us as
we celebrate the
birth of our Lord
and Savior.
Worship times:

6:30, 9:30 PM

Bring a friend!

