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Musings: (noun) contemplation, reflections, thoughts  
  

Special musings! 

   In this edition, we've got a 
very special treat!  Bev   Val-
entine has put together a very 
special "musings" for our 
newsletter.  Her message is 
powerful and expresses her 
heart, and gives an incredible 
insight for all of us.  She con-
cludes with expressing grati-
tude for the church, and her 
grandkids' baptism on Sunday, 
August 28th is a direct result of 
the church's faithfulness to 
God's call for which she is 

grateful.            Pastor   

=================       

  From my childhood, 
I remember a children’s 
book, “Are You My Moth-
er?”, written by P. D. East-
man. A baby bird falls out 
of its nest. The poor bird has 
no idea who or what he is, 
so he wanders around, with 
no direction, sporadically 
hoping he will find his 
mother. He stumbles across 
other living and non-living 
things, faces multiples rejec-
tions, and a scary ride before 
he ends up right back where 
he started. For a child, the 
story has a happy ending, 
but reading it as an adult, 
it’s a little scary, and, in 
some ways, it reminds me of 
life.                     
 How many of us 
leave home without really 
knowing who we are, wan-
dering around, stumbling 
across new people, new 
places, new opportunities, 
grasping for an identity, 
without understanding that 
those encounters will be 
with us the rest of our life.                          
 So many of the mis-
takes we make are really 

more from non-choices and 
not knowing who we are. 
Non-choices being the ones 
where we just accept the 
person we are with, the situ-
ation we are in, the life we 
are living, without ever 
making a real decision about 
it. We find ourselves there 
and we stay. We don’t ask 
ourselves if this is what we 
want, we don’t question our 
circumstances, and we often 
don’t take responsibility for 
any of it. It is just our life. It 
may be an okay life, it may 
be a good life, it may be a 
life filled with trouble, ad-
diction, poverty, etc. The 
people we allowed in may 
be wonderful or abusive. 
The job we go to may be 
dull, boring, or difficult, or 
may be one of ease. We may 
be poor or rich. Regardless, 
we just fell from our nest 
and never really found out 
who we are. Many of us go 
through all of life, only to 
discover that we are right 
back where we started.      
 We are not meant to 
stumble around and just at-
tach ourselves to the first 
person (people) or situation 
that accepts us. We are not 
meant to form our personali-
ties, our likes and dislikes, 
our career choices, our fi-
nancial well-being, our any-
thing, based on circum-
stance. We are formed in the 
image of God. (Genesis 
1:27). Stop and just breathe 
that in,                                 
WE ARE FORMED IN 
THE IMAGE OF GOD. 
 That means that we 
are the image of God in our 

moral, spiritual, and intel-
lectual nature. God knew us 
before we were even formed 
(Jeramiah 1:5). If both of 
those are true, then how 
could our life be nothing but 
circumstantial?                      
 I didn’t know this 
when I was 12, or 16, or 21. 
I didn’t know this when I 
was 30. I didn’t know this as 
I just allowed things to hap-
pen in my life, and in my 
children’s’ lives. Some 
good, some bad, but all 
without the awareness of the 
possibilities! Being aware of 
who you are and who you 
are meant to be changes 
your acceptance of negative 
or passive situations and 
people. Being aware that 
your children are God’s be-
loved before they are even 
born, changes your willing-
ness to put them in situa 
tions that may cause them 
harm. While I didn’t know 
this until I was supposed to 
be grown up and mature, 
God was still good. He still 
directed me, nudged me, and 
sometimes pushed  me to 
make some good choices. 
He still loved me, even 
while I was making good 
choices, poor choices, a few 
dangerous choices. As I 
stumbled around, bumping 
into a job that might pay the 
bills, tripping over a person 
that might be a good (or 
bad) influence, flitting past 
opportunities, landing mo-
mentarily in a good place, 
only to start searching again, 
little did I know that I was 
searching for God, who 

would then help me find out 
who I was meant to be.               
 Why am I sharing my 
musing with the congrega-
tion? As a prelude to help you 
understand how much your 
love and generosity has 
touched me, and to make sure 
you understand that, because 
of you, each of our children 
that attended Camp Aloma 
have had a positive life form-
ing experience. While this one 
opportunity alone may not be 
the “moment” that changes 
each  one of their life’s paths, 
it gives them one more block 
to build with. In today’s 
world, we need more commu-
nities like what we have here 
at Living Word.  Simply put, 

thank you!   Beverly 

================== 

AMEN!  Pastor Brandon 
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September 4:  Ministry Fair and Small groups kickoff 

September 6: Council Meeting 

September 7,13,21,28: Men’s Fellowship and Bible Study 

September 30 and October 1: GIANT, HUGE, REALLY BIG 

      YARD SALE!!  

October 4: Council Meeting 

October 30: Reformation Sunday - Keep an ear open for 

special plans! 

October 31: Halloween Trunk-or-Treat 
 

Be sure to check worship guide each week for  any changes 

and/or new additions to Dates to Remember! 

DATES TO REMEMBER PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please remember our 

friends and family in prayer 

Carolyn Krick, Pat Bingham, 

Vern Parsons, Char and Dale Matheny, Nick 

Nichols, Elmer Wilde, Nate Tomlin, Brooke Si-

monik, and family and friends of Don Hammer 

 If you know of someone who should be       
included in the monthly ongoing prayer list, or you 
yourself would like to be included, please contact                     

Pastor Brandon (928-899-9743) 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 
 
 September marks the beginning of some exciting   

ministry at Living Word!  We are going to be kicking off our 

small groups.  This means that we will be adding several new 

groups which provide opportunities for more involvement and 

growth.  We are also going to be starting up a youth group at 

Living Word, opening up the doors for teens to invite their 

friends to church and have ministry designed for them. Our 

confirmation program will be built onto this program, so they 

get the needed instruction. In addition to these programs, 

we're going to be posting ministry opportunities for everyone 

to get plugged into helping serve the church.  It's going to be   

a lot of energy and a lot of fun!    

God is active and moving at Living Word! 

September 4 

 

September and October Celebrations 

Shelley Cleve  Oct. 2 

Connor Budka Oct. 2 

Jim Pederson  Oct. 3 

Brian Burgett  Oct. 9 

Hal Nomann  Oct. 16 

Mark Kaiser Oct. 20 

Pam Burgett Oct. 22 

Alice Jensen               Sept. 5 

Bob Pressler               Sept 8 

Ron Valentine            Sept. 11 

Richard Prather         Sept. 13 

Elayna Waldschmidt  Sept 17 

Glen Peterson            Sept. 19 

Deborah Liverence    Sept. 25 

Jordan and Danielle Scroggins-Groh   Sept. 1 

Bob and Eileen Pressler                         Sept. 13 

Richard and Caroline Prather                Sept. 15 

Greg and Alice Jensen                             Sept. 18 

Todd and Judy Ormsby                           Oct. 1 

Keith and Diana McLaughlin                  Oct. 14 

Ron and Pearl Redmon                           Oct. 14 
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Living Word in Action! 

W.O.W. (Women Of the Word)             

July and August, 2022     

 At the monthly W.O.W. meeting 
in July the group enjoyed lunch together 
and finished framing and preparing the 
scripture art project for an art corner in 
the narthex.  Everyone is invited to take a 
moment to enjoy the art works and to 
consider the scripture messages.               
 In August, W.O.W. organized a 
brunch for the church workday crew that 
spent the morning cleaning out and mov-
ing areas to create the newly renovated 
Sunday School/meeting room and nursey 
area. A time of hot food and fellowship 
was a good way for the crew to finish a 

morning of hard work.  

     After the brunch, W.O.W. members 
met to discuss preparation for the church 
yard/bake sale to be held September 30th 
& October 1st.  Details of the yard sale 
plan are in the church September-October 
newsletter.  Al l the church family & 
friends are encouraged to donate items 
for the yard sale and to volunteer to help 
during the many hours needed to sort/
organize/price sale items, work at the sale 
and to clean the church 
afterwards.  It's called 
"work" but really is a great 
time of camaraderie and 
fun!                                       
 The yard sale is an annual event 
to benefit the general fund  of our church. 

W.O.W. will receive    funding for costs 
incurred for the sale as a Thrivent Action 
Team. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together 

with cords that cannot be broken.  Bind 

us together Lord, bind us together, bind 

us together with love. 

Blessing of the Backpacks! 

Worship assistant sign 

up sheets for the rest 

of 2022 are posted in 

the fellowship area. 

There are MANY 

spots! When can YOU 

help?? Take a look 

and sign your name! 

CAMP ALOMA CREW!! 

Candid Work Crew 

Pics! 
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LIVING WORD IN ACTION! 

 
Friday and Saturday, September 30-October 1 

Benefits the Living Word general fund 
 

GET READY!   We need YOUR DONATIONS & HELP!   

9/26-9/29 9 AM– 1 PM Bring  in lots of donations Monday-Thursday  
Empty your closets, bedrooms, junk jewelry boxes, bookcases, kitchen, garage,    

workshop,  and every nook & cranny of stuff you no longer need. 
WE WANT IT ALL!  Stay for a while and help unpack, organize and setup! 
 

9/28-9/29 9 am-1 pm Wednesday and Thursday are busy, busy days.                              
             Lots of help needed! 

9/29 9 am–apx. 6 pm Thursday is Crunch Day!  Organize & price items.                                     
            Morning and afternoon team openings.   

9/30-10/1  THE BIG EVENT!   
6:30-10am - Early bird volunteers are always needed for sale! 
10:00am-1:30pm -  2nd shift 

10/1 Saturday  1 pm–apx. 3 pm   Pack up sale items and clean church.  Get ready for 
 worship on Sunday! 

VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP SHEETS will be available on the back table of the sanctuary beginning Sun-
day September 4th.  Sign-up for the best times (more than once?) that you can help. DROP IN HELP 
IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED! WE WILL PUT YOU TO WORK! 

BAKE SALE!   Lots of yummy items needed.  Please bring to church. nicely packaged, ready to sell, 
priced at $1/$3/$6/$10 on Thursday or Friday 9/28 & 29 or early Saturday 10/1. Could you bring 
cookies AND cupcakes, brownies AND candy, maybe something small AND something large?! 
Yum, yum, yum $$ 

We are also considering a section for large items. (Bundt Cakes, Homemade pies, ready to bake 
casseroles?)  What’s your specialty?  

Our annual yard and bake sale, a Thrivent Action event, benefits the church general fund and   
everyone’s support is needed.  It is a great time to work together and have fun as a church family.  
If you have questions, contact: Donna Ferguson (928) 715-9660 or Donna Pederson (928) 377-7340 

GIANT, HUGE, REALLY BIG YARD SALE, BAKE SALE! 
COME SHOP, BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! 
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SPECIAL NOTE: Please note these minutes are a draft and subject to change until final approval.  Below are DRAFT minutes of July 
and August meetings  Due to vacations, there was no general meeting in June.  

                    July 15, 2022                                            
Pastor’s Report:The Men’s ministry is 
finished with the new door on the stor-
age shed. Sunday School has been on 
hiatus this summer, and the nursery has 
been unavailable due to the broken win-
dow (which has now been replaced). Pas-
tor Brandon’s time at Camp Aloma was 
well served, 8 students attended. A pan/
tilt/zoom (PTZ) camera for the sanctuary 
has been purchased.  He has begun im-
plementing “processes” in ChurchTrac 
that can send automated messages to 
increase our follow-up. A video security 
system has been donated to the church, 
with installation starting soon. Trip to 
Bearizona is planned for 7/16, lefttover 
funds from Camp Aloma fundraiser will 
cover the cost Blessing of the backpacks 
planned 7/17, First Communion class 
7/23 , New Members Class 7/24, Sunday 
School resumes 8/14. Fall Ministry Kick 
off planned 9/4. He will be starting  a new 
class in September toward his Divinity 
Degree                                                       
Pastoral Assistant: May and June average 
weekly attendance was 48; highest 
attendance for May was 60 on May 29; 
low was 42 on May 15. June’s highest 
attendance was 60 on June 5; low was 39 
on June 12. Sunday School average 
attendance in May was 6; highest attend-
ance was 9; lowest attendance was 3. No 
Sunday School was held on May 29, or in  
June. WOW would like to hold the annual 
yard sale on September 30-October 1, 
2022. Council approved.                        
President/Treasurer: Financial report 
reviewed. Rental company has given  
verbal permission to remove pony wall 
from the nursery. The bid for removing 
the pony wall, patching and texturing the 
wall, installing new carpet squares and 
removing the debris from the renovation 
is $1,500. Bid approved. Council ap-
proved using Memorial Funds for renova-
tion and new camera purchase. Camera 
cost $301.                                                  
Vice President: Led discussion about the 
church first aid kit. Council approved add-
ing additional items for safety. Jordan 

Groh is working on a grant application to 
get an AED (automated external defibril-
lator) for the church.                                                
Mission Coordinator: The last Bunco 
game raised approximately $100 for the 
Cornerstone Mission. Operation Christ-
mas Child participation is planned for 
November.                                               
New Business-Mission Partnership. Our 
previous mission partners, Annie’s Art 
Attic and Root Teen Outlet are no longer 
meeting our vision; Potential new mission 
partners were discussed: the Kingman 
Area Food Bank, and Camp Aloma. AFLC 
world missions More discussion at next 
meeting.                                              
Meeting adjourned with Lord’s Prayer. 
  August 3, 2022                                                  
Pastor’s Report: Bearizona trip well 
attended; 7 students received first Com-
munion training.  4 students received first 
Communion 7/28 baptisms planned; new 
camera for the sanctuary is working well. 
non-profit status has been applied for 
through TechSoup, Pastor Brandon will 
be out of town on Sunday, August 8th. 
Pastor Steve Bergeson will lead Worship; 
pony wall removal in the Sunday School 
classroom is scheduled for August 8th. A 
cleaning day for the church is scheduled 
for August 13th from 8:00 am to 
11:00 am.  The storage room behind the 
kitchen will be used as a Sacristy, Sunday 
School supplies will be stored in class-
room closet, 8/14 New member installa-
tion planned and  Sunday School re-
sumes. Baptisms planned 8/28, also first 
communion. 8/23 a  dinner planned for  
small group leaders to provide encour-
agement and training to those leading 
small groups. Labor Day weekend, will 
have a small group kick-off and ministry 
fair after Worship. In September, Pastor 
Brandon will resume his MDiv classes; 
TH521 The Holy Spirit, as well as Preach-
ing class, and continuing several experi-
ential learning projects. Dale Matheny 
will be assisting with financial discussions, 
including planning future facility discus-
sions; Reformation Sunday is October 
30th, a special event will be planned. Dis-

cussion on possibly having a Trunk-or-
Treat on 10/31. KEMA is planning to hold 
a joint Thanksgiving service the week of 
Thanksgiving. Christmas planning: an ear-
ly evening Christmas Eve service geared 
toward families with young children, and 
an 11:00 pm traditional candle light wor-
ship.                                                            
Pastoral Assistant: Average July attend-
ance was 49, with a high attendance of 57 
on July 10th, and a low attendance of 42 
on July 3rd and 31st. There was no Sun-
day School held in July                           
President/Treasurer: We have received d 
a Certificate of Administrative Dissolution 
letter from the Arizona Corporation Com-
mission regarding the church’s incorpora-
tion status, and a report that is needed. 
Deb Liverence will investigate further and 
report back.Still waiting to hear back 
from the County regarding the Parsonage 
having tax exempt status. Financial report 
reviewed.Electric bill increased from $75 
to $168 in July; it is on budget billing now. 
C&S Custom Cleaning has also increased 
their prices from $60 to $75 bi-weekly. 
prices from $60 to $75 bi-weekly.         
Vice President: Still working on the im-
proved First Aid kit. Jordan Groh is still 
working on the grant application to get 
an AED (automated external defibrillator) 
Mission Coordinator: Operation Christ-
mas Child shoebox drive will take place 
from November 4th to 20th.                  
Old Business- Mission Partnership The 
current Church budget has $1,800 left for 
Missions. Discussion was held on new 
ministry partners; the Kingman Area Food 
Bank, and Camp Aloma. Council agreed 
that food bank should be given $900. 
New Business Pastor’s Retirement Fund 
– Thrivent has been contacted regarding 
setting up a Retirement Account for Pas-
tor Brandon. Further discussion planned 
at next meeting. Facilities-Council select-
ed carpet tiles for classroom renovation. 
Dead Palms from front of church will be 
removed.                                               
Meeting adjourned with Lord’s Prayer. 

 



Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 

Facebook Living Word 

 

 

Sunday            

October 30, 2022 


