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Musings: (noun) contemplation, reflections, thoughts  
  

November-December Musings 

   We’re entering into one of 
the busiest seasons of the 
church (some might argue 
that we’re already there after 
our Trunk-or-Treat event 
and Reformation Sun-
day!).  Here are just some of 
the things I could think of 
that we’ll be working on and 
doing in these 2 months: 
Operation Christmas Child, 
Election Day, Veterans Day 
celebrations, Thanksgiving 
food boxes, Thanksgiving 
dinner at church, Thanksgiv-
ing with families, youth 
group coat drive, regular 
birthdays and anniversaries, 
Christmas decorating, Ad-
vent soup luncheons and 
suppers, regular small 
groups and Bible studies, 
school activities and events, 
church budget evaluation 
and planning, annual report 
writing, Christmas parties, 
gift shopping and giving, 
Christmas Eve services, 
family Christmas celebra-
tions, and New Year’s Eve  
festivities.                            
 It’s a bit over-
whelming isn’t it?!  And yet, 
it’s also exciting, and one of 
our favorite times of the 
year.  One of the reasons is 
that our relationships with 
others are a bit more appar-
ent. 

Some relational thoughts 
that I have during this se-
son:                                      
Keep God first – It’s the 
first commandment.  He 
wants to be a priority in 

your life.  It’s the reason He 
enters our world in Christ - 
to show you How great he is 
and how much He loves 
you.  Moving forward with 
God as your priority in this 
season (as well as all the rest 
of the seasons in life) will 
help you fully enjoy what he 
has to offer.  When He’s 
first, we will truly be more 
thankful, loving, kind, car-
ing, less selfish and be in 
greater awe of what He’s 
doing in the world around 
us. 

Spend time with family – 
These are our closest world-
ly relationships.  You never 
know how much time you 
get with any of them.  Cher-
ish them.  Tell them you’re 
thankful for them and that 
you love them.  Remember 
that while gifts are fun, it’s 
not what the season is about 
(it’s always about Jesus, and 
what He’s done). 

Be the church – The church 
is wherever the Gospel is 
truly preached, and the sac-
raments rightly adminis-
tered.  Share the Good news 
with one another.  Visit the 
sick, imprisoned and home-
bound.  Get a group together 
and go caroling.  Join us for 
the many events and activi-
ties we’ve got going on this 
season.  I can tell you that if 
you really enter in and par-
ticipate, it will enhance your 
Christmas experience. 

                                         

Invite others – This is a 
season where many experi-
ence more loneliness than 
any other.  It’s also a season 
where invitations to church 
are received a bit more 
openly.  It’s also a season 
where we seem to share 
food more frequently, and 
who rejects an invitation to 
go eat?  Bring others with 
you, not just to church and 
parties, but even on shop-
ping trips and regular 
events.  Make them know 
that they really are loved 
and wanted.  Share the good 
news of Jesus’ love with 
them as well. 

I know these are really prin-
ciples that apply all year, but 
this is a season where we 
can allow ourselves to get 
too busy or distracted.   

 Have a happy 
thanksgiving, and a very 
Merry Christmas!     

 

AMEN!                                          

Pastor Brandon 
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November 7: Council Meeting 

November 9, 16, 28, 30: Men’s Fellowship and Bible 

Study, 9 am @ church 

November 20: Christ the King Sunday and  ANNUAL 

THANKSGIVING DINNER FOLLOWING WORSHIP!    

November 27: First Sunday of Advent 

November 30: First mid-week Advent Devotions, noon 

and 6 pm @ church 

December 7, 14, 21: Mid-week Advent Devotions, noon 

and 6 pm @ church 

Be sure to check worship guide each week for  any changes 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please remember our 

friends and family in prayer: 

    Carolyn Krick , Pat Bingham, 
Vern Parsons, Dale and Charlotte Matheny, Carol 
Wostal, Nick Nichols, Elmer Wilde, Glenn Peterson, 
Brooke Simonik, Evert and Corrie Weatherbee, 
Ryan Smith, Helen Etienne, Kristen Rowan 

 If you know of someone who should be       

included in the monthly ongoing prayer list, or you 

yourself would like to be included, please contact                     

Pastor Brandon (928-899-9743) 

 

November and December Celebrations 

 

Caroline Prather Dec. 1 

Donna Ferguson Dec. 6 

Carolyn Krick Dec. 10 

Jim Patton Dec 10 

Pat Bingham Dec. 18 

Macy Stonebraker                 
 Dec. 28 

Pearl Redmon Dec. 31 

Sharon Peterson Nov. 1 

Rosie Freeman Nov. 6 

Jordan Groh Nov. 8 

Dennie Burgett Nov. 10 

Carol Nichols  Nov. 15 

Danielle Scroggins Nov. 17  

Ron Redmon Nov. 22  

Evertt Weatherbee Nov. 29 

Keith & Diana McLaughlin  
  Nov. 30             

 

Glenn and Sharon Peterson      Dec. 3 

Brian and Pam Burgett     Dec. 6 

Joel and Geri Sherlock  Dec. 19 

Dale and Char Matheny  Dec. 30 

 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 
  

    Immediately following worship on the 

Sunday before Thanksgiving, Living Word 

celebrates Thanksgiving Dinner with our 

church family. Sign up sheets are available 

to bring your favorite Thanksgiving dish.  

There will be plenty of food so save the 

date! Join us for the feast! 

 
                                                   Mid-week Advent Devotions                                                                                                     

Advent is a time of reflective preparation for the Nativity of Christ at Christmas. During 

these 4 weeks before Christmas, we gather together for mid-week devotions on Wednes-

days, led by Pastor Brandon. We meet at noon and again at 6 pm to share a light meal 

before devotions. This year Pastor will be leading us in a study called Lifesong: The Melo-

dy of your heart. We will examine 4 stories about people driven to song when God shook 

up their world for the better. Take a look with us at how Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the 

shepherds reacted upon learning of God’s plan to same humanity. Bring a light dish or 

snack to share before devotions. Save Wednesdays for mid-week devotions! 



Volume 2022  Issue  7                                                             Page 2

Living Word in Action! 

W.O.W. (Women Of the Word)             

November and December, 2022     

W.O.W. is taking a holiday hiatus   
during the beautiful Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons until January 
2023.  To stay in touch and to encour-
age each other, a Secret Sister project 
began in October. The names of     
participating Sisters have been        
distributed.  The Secret Sisters are 
asked to pray for and remember each 

other with cards, or perhaps small 
gifts, during these months.  A corner 
of the table at the back of the sanctu-
ary is set aside as a Sunday 
"distribution" area for Secret Sis-
ters.  May God richly bless and keep 
all of women of the church as we cele-
brate the blessings in our personal 
lives, the Living Word church family 
and the coming of the promised Son 
of God. 

The 2022 Giant, Huge, Really Big Yard/Bake Sale  

 Thanks to the church family for making the 2022 Yard/ Bake 
Sale a fun event and great fundraiser for the church general 
fund.  There were many generous donations and volunteers to setup, 
unpack, sort, organize, price, advertise, shop, break down, pack up, 
vacuum, and clean!                                                                                                                 

  The final grand tally was $2,234.55!    

October 19, 2022 

Scary Cars! 

LOTS of kids! 

Elayna won the  
coloring contest 

for her age group!      
She won a                       

chromebook lap-
top!                   

GOOD WORK!! 

Volunteers and Helpers! 

Event was attended by thousands 
of kids! Thanks to all who helped 

this fantastic event!  
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SPECIAL NOTE: Please note these minutes are a draft and subject to change until final approval.  Below are DRAFT minutes of July 
and August meetings  Due to vacations, there was no general meeting in June.  

SEPTEMBER 6, 2022                                                                                                                                  
Pastor’s Report: The classroom project 
has been completed.  The work day at 
Living Word was a huge success, with 
many projects completed: clean & orga-
nized shed, cleaned storage room and 
made it into a Sacristy/Worship prepara-
tion area; cleaned and organized the 
kitchen. New Member received 8/14, 
Sunday School resumed. Baptisms 8/28, 
also first communion.  Small group leader 
appreciation dinner/training 8/23. Labor 
Day Fall Kick off was a success. Current 
Living Word financials evaluated by a 
member; while attendance has increased, 
financial support has not significantly 
changed. In view of the anticipated need 
for a larger facility, may form a com-
mittee to evaluate property and finances.  
Youth group for middle and high school 
youth will begin on Thursday evenings. 
Pastor will also start a Bible Class to be 
held each Sunday morning before wor-
ship. Living Word will participate in Trunk 
or Treat on 10/29 with other community 
groups.                                                        
Pastoral Assistant:  Average August 
attendance was 48. Sunday School re-
sumed on August 14th, average attend-
ance was nine.                                        
President/Treasurer: No determination 
has been made to date about Living Word 
application to exempt Parsonage from 
Property Taxes. County suggests that if 
the church receives a property tax bill it 
should be paid and if exemption is grant-
ed, County will issue refund.                  
Vice President: Council members were 
shown an updated First Aid kit to the 
meeting. Kit is in a pink backpack and will 
be stored in the church office.               
Mission Coordinator: Operation Christ-
mas Child  will be project for this fall. 45 
boxes for this year’s drive will be ordered. 
Shipping is $10/box. The drive will be 
held November 14th-21st; Alice will find 
out the date for the boxes to be turned 
in. Congregation will be asked to donate 
funds to offset the cost of postage.                                                                                                                       

Old Business: Pastor’s Retirement Fund  
Pastor met with Thrivent representative. 
A 403b account is possible for a contract 
employee. Minimum amount to open the 
account is $1,000, which the church will 
provide. Matching funds would be distrib-
uted on a monthly basis. The 2023 budg-
et needs to be adjusted accordingly. Jan-
uary is a good time to decide on the 
matching contribution amount.                                     
Corporation Commission Follow up A 
member has looked into the letter re-
ceived from the Corporation Commission 
regarding the Church’s incorporation sta-
tus. Living Word needs to re-apply, which 
is approximately $100. We will also need 
to submit an annual report to the Com-
mission.                                                      
New Business Pastor would like to see 
more photos of special events in church 
that can be uploaded to Facebook and 
the website, and put into the newsletter.  

OCTOBER 4, 2022                                                                    

Pastor’s Report: Youth group for Junior 
and Senior High School students was 
started. Three adults and three students 
attended the first meeting; six students 
and two adults attended the following 
week. A meeting of Hospital Chaplains 
was attended at KRMC. The hospital is 
actively working to increase their accessi-
bility for chaplains to be brought in and 
care for patients and staff. The hospital 
plans to have a direct access program so 
that patients can request clergy visits. 
The chaplains plan to record a video mes-
sage that visitors can play in the chapel; 
the video will be updated regularly. Pas-
tor has started two new classes toward 
his Divinity degree; The Holy Spirit, and a 
preaching class. Small groups have re-
sumed, including two new groups. Pas-
tor’s Sunday morning Bible/Catechism 
class has been well attended, class is also 
being live streamed. Attended KEMA 
monthly meeting . The Trunk-or-Treat 
event is scheduled for Saturday, October 

29th at 6:00 PM. On Reformation Sunday 
Pastor’s Bible Class before worship will 
discuss some of Luther’s 95 Theses. Ad-
vent Devotionals have arrived. Plans are 
being made to have some members pro-
vide live guitar and bass guitar to accom-
pany piano during worship soon.          
Pastoral Assistant: Average September 
attendance was 48. Average Sunday 
School attendance for September was 6. 
Yard Sale report: a total of $2,234.55 was 
raised.                                                        
President/Treasurer: Parsonage property 
taxes have been paid; as discussed at the 
September Council Meeting, if the ex-
emption is granted, the County will re-
fund the money.                                          
Vice President: Will apply for Thrivent 
funds to cover Thanksgiving/Christmas 
Food Baskets project.                                      
Mission Coordinator: Excused, no report.             
Old Business: Pastor’s Retirement Fund 
Discussion was held on making sure that 
funds for Pastor Brandon’s retirement 
account are included in the 2023 church 
budget.                                                          
New Business: Business Credit Card offer 
has been received from our bank. This 
card would be a cash-back   for the 
church’s use. More information to be 
provided at next meeting.                    
Youth Group Internship:  Pastor would 
like to consider offering an unpaid intern-
ship to an assistant who has been helping 
with the new Youth Group. This would 
provide her with experience leading 
youth.  Discussion was held on whether 
any appointed position needs to be an 
active member of Living Word; Pastor will 
review our church’s constitution and by-
laws. More information to be provided at 
next meeting.                                                   
Council positions open next year Vice 
President and Mission Coordinator posi-
tions open for next year.  Council encour-
aged to think about potential candidates 
for discussion at next meeting.  

 



Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be a welcoming, scripturally based 
community intentionally serving Christ through mis-
sions. 
 

Mission Statement  
 
Living and growing in faith together as a spirit filled 
church with the 

 
Word of God as our foundation and reaching out 
through missions showing the 

 
Love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to 
 
Create a hunger in others to embrace the Word of 
God, salvation through Jesus Christ and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Worship-2570 Northern Ave. 

Mail-3880 Stockton Hill Road 103-300 

Kingman, Arizona 86409 

Phone: 928-753-5952 
 

Living Word Lutheran Church  

We’re on the web!  

www.livingwordkingman.com 

Facebook Living Word 

 

 

ADVENT: The coming or arrival of something 

or someone that is important or worthy of 

note 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT BEGINS November 27, 2022 

  JOIN US!! 


